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This study: aims and objectives

Investigate mismatch and overlap patterns

Cross-sectional

Longitudinal

Explain mismatch patterns

Use mixed methods approach

Research in Ethiopia and Vietnam

exploring mismatch patterns in child poverty outcomes

- Measurement error
- Lagged effect 
- Opportunity costs
- Household factors
- Infrastructure and services
- Awareness and attitudes
- Aspirations

This study: data and methods

Ethiopia (Tigray) and Vietnam (Mekong River Delta)

quantitative 1999 2004 2009 panel

Ethiopia (ERHS) 5054 3709 4937 1497

2004 2006 2008 panel

Vietnam (VHLSS) 12154 10696 9960 1068

qualitative adults children Total

Ethiopia 88 61 159

Vietnam 145 78 223

http://www.esrc.ac.uk/
http://www.esrc.ac.uk/


3

Child poverty outcomes

income is necessary but not sufficient condition

Are household wealth and child wellbeing always the same?

“They are related and always the same, because rich households usually 
feed their children well, purchase clothes frequently, send their 
children to school and provide health care more than the poor 
families.” [14 year old boy, Harresaw, Ethiopia]

“No. If the family is rich but they do not live in peace and do not take 
care of their children, their health, study and entertainment, child 
wellbeing is not good.” [15 year old girl, Dong Thap, Vietnam]

Child poverty outcomes

poor children in rich households?
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Drivers of child poverty mismatch

measurement error

Community criteria for household wealth and child 
wellbeing in Vietnam

Identification of households in 
Ethiopia

Drivers of child poverty mismatch

lagged effects

2006

N AB A B C Total

2004 AB 567 49.6 14.5 26.1 9.9 100

A 393 3.6 30.5 2.8 63.1 100

B 407 13.8 8.9 39.3 38.1 100

C 1126 0.1 5.9 3.5 90.6 100

2008

N AB A B C Total

2006 AB 352 53.4 10.8 26.7 9.1 100

A 304 13.8 41.5 2.6 42.1 100

B 358 18.4 7.0 35.5 39.1 100

C 1479 1.4 5.9 4.3 88.4 100

Transition matrices poverty groups Vietnam, 2004-08
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Drivers of child poverty mismatch

opportunity costs

Livestock ownership and family work across consumption deciles for children aged 10-15 
in rural Ethiopia
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Drivers of child poverty mismatch

household factors
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Drivers of child poverty mismatch

infrastructure and services

Drivers of child poverty mismatch

social protection
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Drivers of child poverty mismatch

awareness and attitudes

Sara, 16 years old, living with her father, in grade 8

“I can say my wellbeing is good and bad. It is good because 
I am in school. My wellbeing is bad because I am working at 
home when I return from school.”

Her father says: “I don’t send my children to work for other 
households but I believe children should work at home in 
household production.”

“If I pass the national examination, I want to continue my 
education in the town of Atsbi. But my father wants me to join the Derahigh 
school in order to support him. I want to be an engineer in order construct road 
to my community in particular and my country in general.”

Drivers of child poverty mismatch

aspirations
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In conclusion

Child poverty requires comprehensive measurement using monetary and 
multidimensional approaches and qualitative and quantitative data.  

Increasing incomes are a necessary but not sufficient condition for 
reducing multidimensional child poverty. 

Pathways to increased incomes should be considered with caution to 
avoid reinforcing opportunity costs.

Infrastructure, access and quality of services and social protection are 
crucial in reducing multidimensional child poverty regardless of income.

Awareness and aspirations are vital and need individual and structural
solutions.

Thank you!

k.roelen@ids.ac.uk

@KeetieRoelen
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