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Adefehinti, Bolutife

Bolutife Adefehinti obtained a BEcon from Obafemi Awolowo University, Nigeria in 2006.
She worked in the Nigerian banking and financial services industry until September 2012
when she commenced her MA in development studies (majoring in social policy for
development, specialization in children and youth studies) at the International Institute
for Social Studies of Erasmus University, in the Netherlands. She obtained her MA in
December 2013 and immediately commenced her PhD in January 2014 as a researcher at
the Institute for Social Development, University of the Western Cape, South Africa. Her
research interests include child poverty, social policy evaluation, and participatory
poverty assessments. She has received training and attended short courses by the London
School of Economics/University of Cape Town and the African Doctoral Academy,
University of Stellenbosch.
bofa27@gmail.com

Amin, Sajeda

Sajeda Amin leads the Population Council's work on livelihoods for adolescent girls. She is
a senior sociologist and demographer with decades of experience generating evidence on
empowerment programs for girls and women. She also studies the role of work
opportunities in girls' and women's lives. She is an expert on micro-finance, financial
literacy, prevention of child marriage, girls' and women's factory work and time-use
patterns, and the provision of incentives in the education sector.
samin@popcouncil.org

Andjamba, Helena

Helena Andjamba holds a BA in social work. She has been a director of the Child Welfare
Services in Namibia for the past 10 years. She is overall coordinator of all technical and
administrative matters, assigning and distribution of work tasks and performance control
within the directorate, and is responsible for formulating policies and ensuring the
implementation of policies and legislation, and developing and maintaining standards for
the Child Welfare Services. She also co-ordinates and manages studies, research,
evaluations, and other documentation related to assessing outcomes and standards of
care for children.
handjamba@mgecw.gov.na

Andresen, Sabine

Sabine Andresen is a professor of social work and family research. In Frankfurt, Germany,
and a researcher at the Loewe Center for Individual Development and Adaptive Education
of Children at Risk. She was a professor at Bielefeld University in 2004 and worked as a
researcher at Zurich University in Switzerland and at the University of Heidelberg in
Germany. One main focus of her research is the wellbeing of children from an
international perspective alongside threats to childhood posed by poverty, sexual abuse
and precarious life situations. Since 2009 she has been a scientific board member of the
International Society for Child Indicators and she is a scientific board member of the
German Youth Institute in Munich and the Interdisciplinary Centre for Research on
Conflict and Violence in Bielefeld. She is involved in national and international
cooperation and in the Children’s Worlds Survey.
s.andresen@em.uni-frankfurt.de

Ansie Fouché,
Ansie

Ansie Fouché has been a registered social worker since 1993. She established the Social
Work subject group on the Vaal Triangle campus of the North-West University, South
Africa in 2008, and was appointed senior lecturer in 2009. She acted as subject head until
February 2013. In 2015 she received the Institutional Teaching Excellence Award , was
nominated for the Distinguished Teaching Excellence Award and was named the Vaal
Triangle campus winner. Her teaching philosophy is founded primarily on the social
constructivism teaching approach with a strong emphasis on authentic learning and the
incorporation of blended learning activities. She is a researcher in the sub-programme
Pathways to Resilience and Post-Traumatic Growth within the Optentia Research
Programme. Her research interests include prevention of child sexual abuse, forensic
social work, the rights of victims of child sexual abuse in the criminal justice system, and
strengths-based interventions. She is involved in a multidisciplinary research project on
post-traumatic growth in women who have experienced sexual abuse as children. She is
also a collaborator in the World University Network ‘Resilience in Service Providers in
Public Health Project’ studies working group. She has extensive experience in the forensic
investigation of allegations of child sexual abuse, and in assessment and therapeutic
intervention with children, adolescents and adults.
Ansie.Fouche@nwu.ac.za

Aparicio, Richard

Ricardo César Aparicio is the current director of poverty analysis at the National Council
for the Evaluation of Social Development Policy in Mexico. He has an Actuarial Sciences
degree from the National Autonomous University of Mexico and an MA in statistics from
the London School of Economics. He has also carried out MA and PhD studies in sociology
at the National Autonomous University of Mexico. He has extensive experience in public
policy evaluation and teaching in the fields of statistics and demography. His main
research area has been the analysis of economic and social phenomena with a human
rights perspective.
rcaparicio@coneval.gob.mx

Arazi, Tal

Tal Arazi is currently a senior researcher at the Engelberg Center for Research on Children
and Youth, Myers-JDC-Brookdale Institute in Jerusalem. She is the former director of
OOMPH, the Outcomes Initiative at the Ministry of Social Affairs and Services. She
specializes in promoting outcomes-oriented thinking and practice in social services and in
evaluation capacity building for social intervention programs. She has led research
initiatives on child neglect and taught courses on law and ethics in social work, childrenat-risk and intervention methods. She holds a MSW (cum laude) and a PhD from the Bob
Shapell School of Social Work, Tel Aviv University.
Tala@jdc.org

Aufseeser, Dena

Dena Aufseeser is an asssistant professor at the University of Maryland, Baltimore County.
She obtained her PhD from the University of Washington in 2012 on ‘“Managing” Poverty:
Care and control in Peruvian street children’s everyday lives’. From this research she has
published several articles and chapters on child protection and children’s rights, including
in 2014: ‘Protection, Control and Rights: An in-depth look at Peru’s Begging Bill’
(International Journal of Children’s Rights); ‘Protecting Street Children? Urban
revitalization and the Begging Bill in Lima Peru’ (Urban Geography); ‘Alternative Spaces of
Learning: Street children’s experiences: Negotiating education and labor in Peru’ (in
Geographies of Informal Learning, Palgrave); and ‘Children’s Rights, Poverty and
“Progress” in Lima, Peru: A critical analysis of international development through the lens
of childhood’ (in Critical Youth Studies for the 21st Century, Brill).
daufsee@umbc.edu

Axford, Nick

Nick Axford joined the Social Research Unit at Dartington in 1997 having previously
worked as a community and family support worker in London. He leads the Blueprints for
Success project and the SRU's implementation support for Realising Ambition, and has
been co-editor of the Journal of Children's Services since its inception in 2006. His
particular interests are defining and measuring child wellbeing and developing and
evaluating evidence-based interventions, particularly in a European context. He has
worked extensively with service providers in the UK and Ireland to help design new
interventions and import and adapt proven programmes from the US. Nick has a BA
(Hons) in geography with European study from the University of Exeter, an MSc in
European social policy analysis from the University of Bath, and a PhD in social work and
probation studies from the University of Exeter.
naxford@dartington.org.uk

Baker, Jessica

Jessica Baker is a young social worker who completed her studies in South Africa. Her MA
research focused on parenting programmes for early childhood development. She has a
wide variety of practical experience in youth empowerment programmes, community
development projects, offender diversion programmes, foster-care placement and
substance abuse rehabilitation programmes. She is a Mandela Rhodes Scholar and a One
Young World Ambassador. These leadership positions endorse her interest and goals
towards promoting leadership and excellence in Africa.
jessicabaker3@gmail.com

Banati, Prerna

Prerna Banati is chief of programmes and planning at UNICEF’s Office of Research based
at the Innocenti Research Center in Florence, Italy. She was a Takemi fellow in the
Department of Global Health and Population at Harvard University from 2010 to 2011.
Prior to this, she worked in senior technical capacities based in Geneva for the Global Fund
to fight AIDS, TB and Malaria and at WHO in Global Burden of Disease estimation. In South
Africa, she conducted research on community-based HIV prevention for an independent
NGO and has published in the fields of HIV prevention, reproductive health, migration and
health, aid architecture, health financing and environmental risk. Before her work in
Africa, she worked for a multinational consulting company in Boston in the field of
quantitative human health risk assessment. An Indian national, she received a PhD from
the University of Cambridge.
pbanati@unicef.org

Baum, Tinatin

Tinatin Baum has obtained MAs in public policy (economics and international relations)
from the Pepperdine University School of Public Policy and in conflict resolution from the
Technical University in Georgia. Currently he works for UNICEF as a social policy specialist.
tbaum@unicef.org

Bedin, Lívia

Lívia Bedin is a psychologist. She has an MSc and PhD in psychology and is a postdoctoral
researcher at the Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul. She is also a member of the
university’s research group on community psychology. She works with wellbeing, quality
of life, childhood and adolescence, multivariate statistical analyses and structural
equation modelling.
liviabedin@gmail.com

Ben-Arieh, Asher

Asher Ben-Arieh is professor of social work at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel
and the director of the Haruv Institute in Jerusalem. He served for 20 years as the
associate director of Israel’s National Council for the Child. He has been a visiting fellow
at Chapin Hall Center for Children at the University of Chicago and the Institute on Family
and Neighborhood Life in Clemson University. Since 1990 and until 2011 he has been the
founding editor-in-chief of the annual State of the Child in Israel. He is one of the leading
international experts on social indicators, particularly as they relate to child wellbeing. He
initiated and coordinated the International Project ‘Measuring and Monitoring Children
Well-Being’, was among the founding members of the International Society for Children
Indicators and elected to be its first co-chair. Currently, he is one of the PI’s of the multinational, multi-million International Study of Children’s Well-being research project.
Asher has published extensively on children’s policy, child welfare and indicators of
children wellbeing. He is the founding editor-in-chief of the Child Indicators Research
journal and the Child Well Being: Indicators and Research book series. Asher was born in
Jerusalem he is married and has three children.
benarieh@mail.huji.ac.il

Bhata, Tirth

Tirth Bhata holds a PhD from the Sociology Department at Case Western Reserve
University, US. His research interests include medical sociology, social epidemiology
research methods, demography, and aging (socioeconomic determinants of health and its
pathways, life course perspective, longitudinal data analysis, survival analysis/hazard
modeling, life table calculation, missing data Imputation, interface of frequentist and
Bayesian methods).
trb66@case.edu

Bhomi, Arbinda Lal

Arbinda Lal Bhomi earned his PhD in education from Panjab University, Chandigarh, India.
He is currently a professor in the Central Department of Education, Faculty of Education,
Tribhuvan Unviersity, Nepal. As a chairperson of the subject committee of Early Childhood
Education and Development, Primary Education and Special Needs Education, he is
leading the curriculum development work to launch BEd and MEd degrees in special
needs education in Tribhuvan University. In addition to teaching graduate students,
Professor Bhomi is working as supervisor for the doctoral students. He worked as an
executive director of the Research Centre for Educational Innovation and Development,
Tribhuvan University for four years (2008 to 2012), where he led research projects,
training programmes, and seminars/workshops in the field of education. His areas of
interest are early childhood education and development, school education, and rights to
education. Importantly, Professor Bhomi, as a principal investigator, has completed the
international survey of children’s wellbeing for Nepal. Children’s wellbeing has become a
particular new area of interest globally.
arbinda_bhomi@hotmail.com

Bhullar, Harpreet

Harpreet Bhullar is a child protection specialist with field experience of over five years
with children in difficult circumstances and child labour. At present she is working with
Save the Children India, Bal Raksha Bharat in the capacity of programme officer for child
protection. She holds an MA in social work from the Tata Institute of Social Sciences,
Mumbai, India.
h.bhullar@savethechildren.in

Biersteker, Linda

Linda Biersteker is a developmental psychologist working and independent Early
Childhood Development specialist. She was Research Director at the Early Learning
Resource Unit (ELRU) in Cape Town, South Africa until 2014. She is experienced in ECD
policy development, programme and curriculum implementation. She has a particular
interest in sustainable and quality scale up of ECD intervention.
Linda.biersteker2@gmail.com

Bolduc,
Emmanuelle
Laflamme

Emmanuelle Bolduc is an MSc student in social and transcultural psychiatry at McGill
University. She holds a BA in psychology (2010) and an MBA specialized in International
Ddevelopment and humanitarian action (2012) from Université Laval. Her MA thesis aims
to examine the differences and similarities in terms of access to youth mental health care
services for immigrants and non-immigrants. Her general research interests are in the
fields of intercultural psychology and health psychology. Recently she also gained
professional experience in the public and the humanitarian fields including those in
Guatemala, Lebanon and the occupied Palestinian territory.
monica.ruizcasares@mcgill.ca

Borisova, Ivelina

Ivelina Borisova is the early childhood development advisor at Save the Children and
brings to this over 12 years of experience working with early childhood care development
programs around the world. She came to Save the Children with a practitioner as well as
academic background. She provides strategic and technical guidance to a diverse portfolio
of ECCD programs across Asia and Africa, spanning the full continuum of early childhood
(pregnancy to 8 years). She is passionate about using rigorous research and evidence to
improve programs and services for the very young. At Save the Children she leads
numerous large-scale evaluations of early childhood programs in low resource settings,
and provides ongoing support to research partnerships that seek to contribute to the
global ECCD evidence base. She led the work of the development and field testing of the
International Development and Early Learning Assessment, which is currently being used
by Save the Children and partners in over 12 countries. Ivelina Borisova holds an MA in
prevention science and a PhD in human development and psychology from Harvard
Graduate School of Education, and her work has been published in multiple peer reviewed
journals.
iborisova@savechildren.org

Borualogo, Ihsana

Ihsana Sabriani Borualogo is a lecturer and a head of research and publication in the
Faculty of Psychology in Universitas Islam Bandung in Bandung, Western Java, Indonesia.
She is also an editor of Schema: Journal of Psychological Research, published in Indonesia.
She is interested in crosscultural psychology studies, especially on resilience, value
systems, wellbeing and issues on developmental psychology. In 2012 she received a
fellowship for a sandwich-like program and went to Tilburg University, the Netherlands,
to do research on a crosscultural psychology study on resilience. She finished her
doctorate at Padjadjaran University in Bandung in 2014.
Ihsana.sabriani@yahoo.com

Bosworth, Joanne

Joanne Bosworth is a development professional with over 18 years’ experience in
research, programming and management of development programmes for NGOs,
bilateral and multilateral agencies. A trained sociologist, she is a DPhil of Oxford
University and has conducted quantitative and qualitative research on land rights, gender
and justice, and on social protection. As current chief of Social Policy for UNICEF in Kenya
and the coordinator of UNICEF's resilience workstream, Joanne commissioned the
Participatory Mapping of Childrens' Risks in urban Kenya. She is responsible for quality
assurance, dissemination of the research, and utilisation of the findings in policy and
programming in UNICEF and in the wider group of academic and development actors in
Kenya.
jbosworth@unicef.org

Bourdillon, Michael

Michael Bourdillon is a visiting professor at the Child Sensitive Social Policies Program at
Women's University in Africa. He obtained his DPhil in social anthropology from Oxford
University. He taught for over 25 years in the University of Zimbabwe and 3 years in the
University of Calabar, Nigeria. Co-author of Rights and Wrongs of Children's Work (Rutgers
University Press, 2011), he has written many articles and chapters relating to children's
work and is editor/co-editor of several volumes on children's work and child poverty,
including recently African Children at Work: Working and Learning in Growing Up for Life
(LIT Verlag, 2012), The Place of Work in African Childhood (CODESRIA, 2014), Child
Protection in Development (Routledge, 2012) and Learning and Growing Up in Poverty
(Palgrave, 2014).
michaelbourdillon@gmail.com

Bradshaw,
Jonathan

Jonathan Bradshaw is a professor in the Social Policy Research Unit at the University of
York. Jonathan took his first degree at Trinity College Dublin and came to the University
of York in 1967. He obtained an MPhil in social administration in 1969 and a DPhil in 1978.
He was appointed a research fellow in 1968 and lecturer in 1969. He was founding director
of the Social Policy Research Unit from 1973 to 1987 and served two terms as head of
department 1988–1994 and 2003–2007. He also served as director of the Institute for
Research in the Social Sciences 1994–1998. He was appointed Academician of the Learned
Societies for the Social Sciences in 1996, Commander of the British Empire (CBE) in 2005
for services to child poverty, and Fellow of the British Academy in 2010. In 2011 he was
made Doctor of the University of Turku, Finland (honoris causa).
jonathan.bradshaw@york.ac.uk

Brinkman, Sally

Sally Brinkman is a social epidemiologist with the majority of her research focusing on
societies' impact on child development. She is the co-director of the Fraser Mustard
Centre, an innovative new initiative between the Telethon Kids Institute and the South
Australia Department of Education and Child Development aimed to improve research
translation. She is well known for spearheading the use of the Early Development
Instrument in Australia, being the first to pilot the instrument outside Canada. She
continues to work across the country to help facilitate its use, working with communities,
service providers and governments. Internationally, she works with governments and
donor organisations such as the World Bank, UNICEF, AusAID and the Bernard Van Leer
Foundation, using various measures of child development for monitoring and evaluation
purposes. She has over 70 publications.
sallyb@ichr.uwa.edu.au

BühlerNiederberger,
Doris

Doris Bühler-Niederberger is a sociologist who has researched childhood for many years.
She studied at the University of Zurich and was a visiting scholar with Anselm Strauss at
UCSF. Since 1994 she has been professor in sociology at Wuppertal University. Her
academic interest focuses on the social position of children in different societies and how
this influences research on children, on educational inequality, professional interventions
into children’s lives, education patterns, and the way children contribute to what is called
their ‘socialisation’. Publications: D. Bühler-Niederberger (2010), ‘Marginality and Voice:
Childhood in sociology and society’, Current Sociology, Monograph Issue 58 (02) ; D.
Bühler-Niederberger & J. Schwittek (2014), ‘Young Children in Kyrgyzstan: Agency in tight
hierarchical structures’, Childhood, 21, 4, 21: 502–16 (DOI:10.1177/0907568213496658);
D. Bühler-Niederberger (2015), ‘Childhood Socialization’ in G. Ritzer (ed), Wiley Blackwell
Encyclopedia of Sociology, 2nd ed (New York: Wiley (forthcoming)).
buehler@uni-wuppertal.de

Carboni, Isabelle

Isabelle Carboni leads World Vision International's work on evaluation and impact
reporting, as part of the Evidence & Learning Unit. She has pioneered new ways of
measuring and reporting on child wellbeing in World Vision, including developing a
compendium of indicators for child wellbeing and practical training in conducting baseline
measurements. She has 15 years of experience in the NGO sector, spanning West and
Southern Africa as well as South Asia. She holds an MA from the London School of
Economics and from Sussex University in the UK. She now resides in Cape Town with her
husband and two young children.
Isabelle_Carboni@wvi.org

Carothers, Richard

Richard Carothers has studied engineering (BASc 1965–69, MASc 1971–72) and
crosscultural education and communications (BEd 1973–74) at the University of Toronto,
Canada, and has worked in the field of international development as a practitioner for
over 40 years. As founder and president of Partners in Technology Exchange Ltd, Richard
Carothers develops and implements projects and provides consulting services covering
fields such as small and micro enterprise development, issues related to children and
work, education and learning, institutional development and training, and development
communications. He has also carried out studies on the impacts of micro finance
programming on children and linkages between private sector development and
children's rights. Supported by CIDA and IDRC, he has researched on a variety of topics
including children working in the small enterprise sector.
richardcarothers@rogers.com

Casas, Ferran

Ferran Casas is coordinator of the ERIDIQV research team, within the University of
Girona’s Research Institute on Quality of Life. He was the director of this research Institute
from its creation in 1997 until 2008. He is a member of the executive committew for the
ISQOLS (International Society for Quality of Life Studies) and for the ISCI. He received the
ISQOLS Distinguished Fellow QOL Award 2014 for evidence of a lifetime and substantial
contribution to QOL research . At present he is the president of the academic commission
of the Doctorate Programme on Psychology, Health and Quality of Life and member of
the board of directors of the Doctoral School at the University of Girona. He is involved in
the International Survey of Children’s Well-Being (Children’s Worlds: ISCI + the Jacobs
Foundation). He is co-editor of the Handbook of Child Well-Being, published by Springer
in 2014.
ferran.casas@udg.edu

Chinyoka, Isaac

Isaac Chinyoka is a research associate and PhD candidate in sociology at the Centre for
Social Science Research and Department of Sociology at the University of Cape Town,
South Africa. His comparative study is on variation in social grants provision for poor
families with children in Southern. Africa
isacchiny@gmail.com

Choi, Changyong

Changyong Choi is a doctoral student of social welfare at Seoul National University, South
Korea. He earned his MA in the Department of Social Welfare at Seoul National University.
His research interests are in child welfare, subjective wellbeing, and medical social
welfare.
choi.snuwelfare@gmail.com

Collins, Tara

Tara M Collins is an assistant professor in the School of Child and Youth Care, Ryerson
University. She is also an active member of the Program Faculty with the Graduate
Program on Immigration and Settlement Studies, the Graduate Program on Early
Childhood Studies, and of the Social Policy Faculty with the Policy Studies PhD Program.
She holds a PhD in law, focusing on international child rights, from the University of
London. She has worked on children's rights, particularly the UN Convention on the Rights
of the Child, since 1996, and been dedicated to community service related to children and
youth since 1989. Her professional experience includes work for the Child Studies
Program at Carleton University; the Egalitarian World Initiative at the School of Social
Justice, University College Dublin, Ireland as the Marie Curie transfer-of-knowledge fellow
in child rights; the Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Ottawa; a national-level
nongovernmental organization; the Canadian federal government (Department of
Foreign Affairs and CIDA); and the Canadian Parliament. She has been invited to a
consultation as a child rights expert by the Council of Europe and has presented project
results to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child. She received the 2015 Ryerson
Knowledge Mobilization and Engagement Award from Ryerson University.
tara.collins@ryerson.ca

Cooper, Mae

Mae Cooper is a senior research assistant with Child Trends. She works in the Indicators
and Youth Development/Evaluation research areas. Her interests include statistical
measurement, family and gender dynamics, health assessment, and the effects of public
policy.
pcooper@childtrends.org

Coulton, Claudia

Claudia J. Coulton is a distinguished university professor in the Mandel School of Applied
Social Sciences, Case Western Reserve University, where she is also the Lillian F. Harris
professor of urban research and social change. Her research focuses on the challenges
facing distressed urban neighborhoods and approaches to community development. She
is the founding director of the Center on Urban Poverty and Community Development
and oversees a multidisciplinary team working to better understand systemic forces that
produce distressed neighbourhoods and what individuals, organizations and policies can
do to reverse these conditions. Under her leadership, the center has built a model
capacity to provide data for community initiatives, including a dynamic neighborhood
indicators system, a parcel-based property tracking system and a longitudinal multiagency integrated data system for children. Professor Coulton is a founding partner of the
National Neighborhood Indicators Partnership and has served as research adviser to many
community change programs including Aspen Institute's Roundtable on Comprehensive
Community Initiatives, Annie E. Casey Foundation's Making Connections initiative, and the
Invest in Children program. Her current studies focus on processes of residential mobility
and neighborhood identity in poor communities, the effects of the foreclosure crisis on
families and neighborhoods, and the impact of the built and social environment on
outcomes for families and children. She is the author of numerous scientific publications
and policy reports. She is a member of International Society for Child Indicators board.
claudia.coulton@case.edu

Crone, Mathilde

Mathilde Crone is principal investigator in the Leiden University Medical Center
department of Public Health and Primary Care. She has vast research experience in the
field of child (preventive) care and has been involved in various projects including
exploring the determinants of (un)healthy behavior of children/parents, validation studies
of (amongst others) the Strengths & Difficulties Questionnaire in community pediatric
services, evaluation studies of child preventive care programs, and implementation
studies of such programs. She is and has been involved in several studies on the
identification and management of psychosocial problems in children.
m.r.crone@lumc.nl

Clulow, Suzanne

Suzanne Clulow is an evaluator and researcher with the Msunduzi Evaluation Consortium
based in Pietermaritzburg, KwaZulu-Natal. She holds a Master's Degree in International
Relations and Modern Languages from St. Andrew’s University, Scotland. Suzanne has
worked in the children's sector in the UK, US and South Africa, including programme
design and implementation, monitoring and evaluation and research projects making use
of mixed methods techniques. She has a particular interest in active citizenry and
advocacy and is currently involved in programmes, through the Children in Distress
Network (CINDI) and Alliance for Children's Entitlement to Social Security (ACESS), which
relate to this.
family@cindi.org.za

Danquah, Naomi

Naomi Danquah is director of the Child Rights Partners programme at Unicef UK . The
initiative brings Unicef UK together with local government, institutions and communities
to improve child well-being by placing children’s human rights at the heart of public policy
and services. As part of this initiative, Naomi is leading a multi-disciplinary effort to
translate the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child into a practical,
outcomes-focused framework for professionals working with children and young people
– from policy makers and politicians to practitioners working at the frontline of children’s
social care. Naomi has spent her 12 year career working towards the advancement of
women and children’s rights. She has extensive expertise in designing and developing
national and transnational advocacy and social justice programmes for INGOs and the
public sector, including programmes focused on tackling illiteracy and child poverty.
Through her programmatic work, Naomi has been particularly concerned with
understanding the interactions between law, policy and practice and how these
interactions play out in the reality of women and children’s everyday lives, from their
perspectives.
naomid@unicef.org.uk

Dawes, Andrew

Andrew (Andy) Dawes is a clinical and developmental psychologist, and associate
professor emeritus in the Department of Psychology at the University of Cape Town,
South Africa. In 2000 he was co-founder of the University of Cape Town Children's
Institute, and from 2003 until 2008 was a research director in the Human Sciences
Research Council of South Africa. Between 2006 and 2013 he was an associate fellow in
the Department of Social Policy and Intervention at the University of Oxford, and currently
works with the Young Lives cohort study at that university. His career as a child rights
activist and researcher has focused on bringing evidence to policy and implementation
with the objective of improving the situation of young children growing up in challenging
circumstances. His publications address topics in early development, violence and
protection. He was responsible for the development of a national rights-based child
wellbeing monitoring system, and systems for monitoring child protection and early
childhood development. Now retired, he consults to various organisations and research
projects, and is currently engaged in the development of a standards-based culturally
aligned tool for the assessment of young children's preparedness for kindergarten.
adkinloch1@gmail.com

De Lannoy, Ariane

Ariane de Lannoy is a sociologist and senior researcher, heading up the work programme
on the Youth within the Poverty and Inequality Initiative. She holds MAs in languages and
international politics from the Universities of Ghent and Antwerp (Belgium) and a PhD
from the University of Cape Town (South Africa). Her research focuses on youth in rapidly
changing urban environments, mostly using a qualitative and mixed methods approach.
She is especially interested in youth transitions, identities and decisionmaking in the
complex context of post-apartheid South Africa. Her most recent work, in collaboration
with Katherine S. Newman, provost at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst (USA) is
After Freedom: The Rise of the Post-Apartheid Generation in Democratic South Africa. This
discusses the political expectations and social experience of men and women in their early
30s. They were children in the final years of apartheid but are trying to shape their adult
lives today, in the rather uneven and halting process of democratisation. The study has
resulted in a co-authored, narrative-style book, published in April 2014 by Beacon Press
(Boston).
Ariane.Delannoy@uct.ac.za

de Nobrega, Nicia

Nicia de Nobrega graduated with a Masters in Research Psychology from the University
of Cape Town in 2010 and has been involved in monitoring, evaluation and research with
the National Association of Child Care Workers (NACCW) from 2012. She is currently
managing the M&E department at NACCW and is exploring the application of routine
monitoring and programme evaluation for impact in the best interest of children and
youth through programme implementation.
nicia@naccw.org.za

de Wilde, Erik

Erik Jan de Wilde (1963) finished his dissertation on adolescent suicide to receive a PhD
in medicine in 1992. He worked in clinical practice and as assistant professor at Leiden
University. After that he joined the Rotterdam municipality to develop and implement a
large surveillance system in youth health care. In 2007 he joined the Netherlands Youth
institute as expert on emotional health of young people and monitoring. There he is
predominantly working on the development of indicators, monitors and dashboards for
municipal and health care quality improvement.
e.dewilde@nji.nl

Delany, Aislinn

Aislinn Delany is a senior researcher at the Children's Institute, University of Cape Town,
South Africa with a particular interest in issues of poverty and inequality and social
protection. She holds a Masters in Poverty and Development from the Institute of
Development Studies at the University of Sussex.
aislinn.delany@uct.ac.za

Delap, Emily

Emily is head of technical support at Family for Every Child. She has worked in child
protection for 18 years. In that time, she has managed consultations with 700 children on
the post-MDG framework, and written or commissioned a series of seven papers on the
links between child protection and major development goals to feed into thematic
consultations of the post-2015 development agenda. Prior to joining Family for Every
Child, Emily worked as the child labour policy advisor for Save the Children, and as a
consultant researcher, trainer and policy advisor for a wide range of agencies. Emily's
work has focused on sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia, and she has lived and worked in
Bangladesh, Nigeria and Mozambique. She now lives in Nepal.
emily.delap@familyforeverychild.org

Dinisman, Tamar

Tamar Dinisman is the coordinator of Children's Worlds: International Survey of Children's
Well-Being. She received her BSW, MSW and PhD from the School of Social Work and
Social Welfare, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel. Her doctoral dissertation
explored the transition to adulthood of youth in public care. In 2012 and 2013 Tamar was
a postdoctoral visitor at the Research Institute on Quality of Life, University of Girona,
Spain. Her research interests include children's well-being from an international
perspective and children in care.
tdinisman@gmail.com
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Paul Dornan is based in the Department of International Development at the University
of Oxford, UK. He is senior policy officer for the Young Lives cohort study. Young Lives is
an international collaboration following the lives of 12,000 children growing up in
Ethiopia, India, Peru and Vietnam. His research interests are in child poverty and social
protection.
Paul.dornan@qeh.ox.ac.uk

Dowd, Amy Jo

Amy Jo Dowd is the senior director for education research in Save the Children's
Department of Education and Child Development. A graduate of Stanford and Harvard's
Graduate Schools of Education, she is passionate about using research to improve practice
in international education and development. She heads the Save-University Partnership
for Education Research, a program that brings university-based researchers together with
Save the Children field staff to collaborate on research projects of mutual interest. Over a
decade, this initiative has produced more than 85 studies whose evidence has
strengthened advocacy and/or practice in 29 countries. She led the development and field
testing of Literacy Boostâ – Save the Children's innovative program combination of
assessment, teacher training, and community reading action. An evidence-driven system
for improving children's learning, Literacy Boost has so far demonstrated enhanced
children's learning for all children – ‘even the most challenged’ – in Malawi, Nepal,
Mozambique, Ethiopia, Pakistan, Indonesia, Zimbabwe, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and
Burundi with field tests under way in over a dozen more sites. At the global level, Literacy
Boost has transformed the way that Save the Children supports children to reach their
potential and she has supported this testing and replication process with IDELA and
Emergent Literacy and Math (ELM).
adowd@savechildren.org
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Vesta Dzviti is a lecturer in the Faculty of Education and Social Sciences at the Reformed
Church University in Zimbabwe. She has extensive experience in teacher education and
early childhood development advocacy. She has presented papers on early childhood
development and related issues.
dzvitiv@rcu.ac.zw

Easton, Scott D.

Scott D Easton, PhD, ACSW, LMSW, is an assistant professor in the Department of Mental
Health at the Boston College School of Social Work, US. His research interests include risk
and protective factors for mental health among adults with histories of adverse childhood
experiences (especially sexual abuse), trauma processing models, and masculinity and
men's health.
scott.easton@bc.edu

Edwards, Annie

Annie Edwards is a graduate student at Brigham Young University who is studying to
receive her MA in clinical social work. Her social work experience includes clinical work
with children who are diagnosed with attachment disorder and hospital work with mental
health inpatients. Her research interests include areas of social work that affect child
welfare, marriages and families.
annie.edwards@byu.edu

Ellis, Daniel

Daniel Ellis joined the Social Research Unit at Dartington in the UK in June 2012 and has
been the research analyst there since the beginning of 2013. He largely works on the
Evidence2Success project, which involves the analysis of data around child wellbeing
measures and outcomes. He is particularly interested in the childhood pathways to
criminality and their prevention. He is also interested in the practical application of high
quality data and statistics to inform policy development. Before joining the Social
Research Unit, he completed a BSc in psychology and an MSc in forensic psychology.
dellis@dartington.org.uk

Engebretsen,
Ingunn Marie S

Ingunn Marie S Engebretsen works as a researcher at the Centre for International Health,
University of Bergen and is a medical doctor with experience in child and adolescent
psychiatry and global health research. Her PhD (2009) focused on early child nutrition in
Uganda and she also joined teams working with breastfeeding studies, child
anthropometry and PMTCT (prevention of mother-to-child transmission). She received a
young scientist grant from RCH, Globvac entitled ‘SeeTheChild- mental child health in
Uganda (2013–2017)’ that is focusing on child psychiatric assessments in Uganda. She is
also part of the team called Saving Brains in Uganda and Burkina Faso (PROMISE SB).
ingunn.engebretsen@cih.uib.no

Erdreich, Lauren

Lauren Erdreich is an anthropologist of education. She is a lecturer at the Levinsky College
of Education and research tutor for teacher educators at the MOFET Institute (Israel). She
has published articles on Palestinian women, higher education, and social change and on
motherhood and education.
erdreich@012.net.il
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Tonino Esposito, PhD, is currently an adjunct professor at McGill University and assistant
professor at University of Montreal, and nominated for a Tier II Canadian research chair
in social services for vulnerable children. His research aims to better understand the social
service trajectories of vulnerable children and families, focusing particularly on the
wellbeing of children placed in out-of-home care and regional disparities in socioeconomic resources of children and their families receiving child protection services.
Having recently created one of the largest, most comprehensive longitudinal child
protection datasets in Canada, Tonino will launch a series of new collaborative studies
further examining the mediating effects of out-of-home placement on youth criminality,
and the extent to which jurisdictional disparities in socioeconomic vulnerabilities and
health and social services spending impact the probability of out-of-home placement,
family reunification and reunification breakdown, and recurrence of child maltreatment.
Tonino.esposito@umontreal.ca

Evans, Martin

Martin Evans is senior advisor on poverty in UNICEF HQ in New York. Prior to joining
UNICEF in January 2012, Martin was senior research fellow at the University of Oxford
(2007–2011), University of Bath (2002–2007) and at the London School of Economics (LSE)
(1992–2002). Martin has a PhD in social policy from the LSE and an extensive research
history in social protection, poverty and other aspects of social policy. Recent publications
include A Generation of Change, A Lifetime of Difference? Social policy in Britain since 1979
(with Lewis Williams) (Policy Press); ‘The Effect of Recession in the UK on Family
Employment: Welfare reform, male unemployment and women’s employment response’
(with Susan Harkness), Journal of Social Policy 40, 4, 675–93; and ‘Public Policy and
Inequalities of Choice and Autonomy’ (Tania Burchardt and Holly Holder), Social Policy &
Administration.
mcevans@unicef.org

Fattore, Tobia

Tobia Fattore is a lecturer in the Department of Sociology, Macquarie University,
Australia. His current empirical research is in the broad areas of the sociology of
childhood, sociology of work and political sociology. With Jan Mason, he is currently
working on a sociological examination of children's wellbeing that analyses children's
understanding and sense of wellbeing and how this reflects processes of modernisation.
He is also a coordinating researcher on a multinational qualitative study of children's
wellbeing that investigates how children conceptualise and experience wellbeing from a
comparative and global perspective.
tobia.fattore@mq.edu.au

Fegter, Susann

Susann Fegter is a guest professor of historical and general educational sciences in the
Faculty of Humanities and Educational Sciences, Technische Universität Berlin, Germany.
Her current empirical research is located in the broad area of the social contexts and
processes of growing up of children and youth, with a specific focus on gender, technology
and work. She is undertaking a historical analysis of representations of gender and
masculinity in technical schoolbooks from the former GDR and West Germany. She is also
a coordinating researcher on a multinational qualitative study of children's wellbeing that
investigates how children conceptualize and experience wellbeing from a comparative
and global perspective. She is also working on changing concepts of gendered
professionalism in current debates on education using qualitative and discourse analysis
methodologies.
Fegter@tu-berlin.de
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Jessica Ferguson is an occupational therapist with a special interest in working with
parents of vulnerable children. She graduated from the University of Cape Town in 2009
and is currently completing her MA in occupational therapy. She has been working for the
Kidzpositive Family Fund for the last three years, primarily working with HIV+ children and
their families residing in low-income areas.
ferguson.jes@gmail.com

Frame, Emily

Emily Frame is a research officer at the Southern Africa Labour Development Research
Unit based at the University of Cape Town, South Africa. Her key responsibilities fall within
the ambit of the university's Poverty and Inequality Initiative, specifically conducting
research within the work programme on Youth. Emily holds an MA in development studies
(Cum Laude) from the University of KwaZulu-Natal and a BSocSci in psychology and
sociology from the University of Cape Town. She has previously worked as a data analyst
on two Cash Transfer studies in India and has consulted as a data manager at a private
research company in Durban. She has experience in the design, management and analysis
of household survey data and has done quantitative research in the areas of cash
transfers, poverty and subjective wellbeing.
Emily.Frame@uct.ac.za
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Maricar Garde is head of research, evaluation and advocacy in UNICEF Uganda. She was
previously a policy adviser at Save the Children UK in London.
mgarde@unicef.org

Gentz, Shelene

Shelene Gentz is a Namibian clinical psychologist currently completing her PHD at the
Complutense University of Madrid in Spain. Her thesis is titled ‘Risk and Protective Factors
in the Mental Health of Adolescents Living with HIV in Namibia’. Her research interests
include psychopathology, child mental health, child protection, HIV and health, and
cultural issues in psychology.

Gerarts, Katharina

Katharina Gerarts studied educational sciences at the University of Bielefeld, Germany.
She earned her PhD at the Goethe University in Frankfurt, Germany doing qualitative
research about the children’s perspective on childrearing processes within the family. She
is senior researcher for children studies and head of research at the World Vision Institute
in Friedrichsdorf, Germany. She is responsible for the institutional work about child
wellbeing, children’s rights and child protection.

shelenegentz@yahoo.co.uk
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Meri Martyris

With an MA in International and Trans-cultural Studies, and a focus on International
Educational Development from the Teachers College of the Columbia University, Meri
Ghorkhmazyan has over 12 years of experience in the field of Monitoring and Evaluation
in various sectors, the last four of which have focused on child protection. Working for
Save the Children, Catholic Relief Services, US Department of State in evaluation,
monitoring, management and funding coordination capacities in Eastern Europe, Asia and
Africa Meri has helped to strengthen the systems and structures of development and
emergency projects with a particular focus on better evidence. Meri’s professional
interests are around measurement of impact, or early signs of it for better management
of programmatic outcomes. In Meri’s current role as Save the Children's Global Child
Protection Initiative Monitoring and Evaluation Advisor, the focus is on strengthening
agency's global systems and measurement frameworks for the child protection sector,
through developing and managing various research, routine M&E, learning processes, etc.
and working together with Save the Children's internal communities of practice and
international networks like Child Protection MERG (Monitoring and Evaluation Reference
Group).
meri.ghorkhmazyan@rb.se

Goerge, Robert

Robert M Goerge is a Chapin Hall senior research fellow in the US with more than 25 years
of research focused on improving the available data and information on children and
families, particularly those who require specialized services related to maltreatment,
disability, poverty, or violence. He developed Chapin Hall's Integrated Database on Child
and Family Programs in Illinois, which links the administrative data on social service
receipt, education, criminal and juvenile justice, employment, healthcare, and early
childhood programs to provide a comprehensive picture of child and family use of publicly
provided or financed service programs. His work provides high-quality information to
policymakers to improve the programs serving children and their families.
rgoerge@chapinhall.org

Golden, Deborah

Deborah Golden is an anthropologist. She is senior lecturer and head of the program for
education, culture and society in the Faculty of Education, University of Haifa. She studies
processes whereby newcomers to society – young children and immigrants – are taught
to belong.
deborahg@edu.haifa.ac.il

Goldfeld, Sharon

Sharon Goldfield is an associate professor, paediatrician and public health physician at the
Royal Children's Hospital's Centre for Community Child Health and co-group leader of
child health policy, equity and translation at the Murdoch Children’s Research Institute in
Australia. She is also a paediatrician and research director for the Australian Early
Development Census at Royal Children's Hospital and a principal fellow at the University
of Melbourne. She has a decade of experience in state government as a senior
policymaker in health and education including work as principal medical advisor in the
Department of Education and Early Childhood Development in Victoria, Australia. Her
research focuses on developing data and indicators, investigating community-based
systems change and implementing equity-based, community-based intervention trials,
which aligns with her substantial policy experience in projects that keep child health on
the policy and political agenda in Victoria and nationally in Australia.
sharon.goldfeld@rch.org.au

Gordon, David

David Gordon is professor of Social Justice and the Director of the Townsend Centre for
International Poverty Research at the University of Bristol, UK. He is a member of the ISCI
board and has written and edited over a hundred books, papers and reports on poverty,
inequality and social exclusion. Professor Gordon was a member of the UN Expert Group
on Poverty Statistics (Rio Group) and contributed to its ‘Compendium of Best Practice in
Poverty Measurement’. On behalf of UNICEF, he led the research team that produced the
first scientific estimates of the extent and nature of child poverty in the developing
world. He had the honour of being invited to address the UN General Assembly about
child and youth poverty. Professor Gordon recently led the Poverty and Social Exclusion
in the United Kingdom (www.poverty.ac.uk) project, which is the largest project of its kind
in UK history. He is currently advising the European Statistical Office (EUROSTAT) on the
development of an improved material deprivation index as part of the revision of the
EU2020 multidimensional poverty measure.
Dave.Gordon@bristol.ac.uk
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Haridhan Goswami is a senior lecturer in the Department of Sociology, Manchester
Metropolitan University. He has expertise in quantitative methods especially in survey
design, testing reliability and validity of data collection instruments, multivariate analysis
of data, and research with children and young people and their subjective wellbeing. He
has experienced working in the Third Sector for almost six years and Higher Education for
nine years. He is currently working with the Q-Step team in the Department of Sociology
to enhance quantitative skills of undergraduate and postgraduate students under the QStep project – a multimillion-pound national initiative and investment funded by the
Nuffield Foundation, ESRC and HEFCE. In addition, he is providing expertise on statistical
analysis to two European Commission-funded projects: MYPLACE (Memory, Youth,
Political Legacy And Civic Engagement) and MYWEB (Measuring Youth Well-Being).
h.goswami@mmu.ac.uk

Gregory, Tess

Tess Gregory is a senior research fellow in the Fraser Mustard Centre in Australia, a
partnership between the Telethon Kids Institute and the South Australian Department for
Education and Child Development aimed to improve research translation. She holds a
Bachelor’s degree in mathematics and computer sciences and a PhD in psychology from
the University of Adelaide. Her current research focuses on using population level data on
children's health and wellbeing, including the Australian Early Development Census and
the Middle Years Development Instrument, to inform policy and practice.
tess.gregory@telethonkids.org.au

Grinspun,
Alejandro

Alejandro Grinspun currently serves as Chief of Social Policy in UNICEF South Africa. A
graduate from Columbia University’s School of Arts and Sciences (M.Phil.), Alejandro is a
sociologist and public policy specialist who worked for the Argentine government in the
1980s, before joining the UN system where he has held technical and advisory posts in
Headquarters (New York), Brazil, Mexico and Tanzania, in a career spanning over 20 years,
first with UNDP and now with UNICEF. Alejandro’s areas of interest relate to public policy
especially in connection with poverty and inequality, social protection, child wellbeing and
rights-based approaches to development, about which he has published a number of
articles, books and reports over the years. Alejandro now lives in Pretoria with his wife
and teenage son.
agrinspun@unicef.org

Guemez, Ana
Maria

Ana Maria Guemez currently serves as social policy officer in UNICEF, where she is in
charge of the analysis of indicators and information on the situation of children and
adolescents, with special emphasis on child poverty and public policies, in order to
generate evidence and advocacy strategies for the fulfilment of their rights. She has a BA
in political science and public administration from the National Autonomous University of
Mexico and MA in public policy from the University of Chile. She has attended courses on
political studies, human rights and gender perspective, among others. She has held
several positions within the Mexican federal government, such as advisor for international
affairs at the Ministries of the Interior, Tourism, and Labour and Social Welfare. She also
was director of multilateral affairs at the Mexican Senate. She has participated in
publications about children’s rights, social policy, child poverty, Millenium Development
Goals and children, public administration, local government and gender issues.
amguemez@unicef.org

Guerrero, Gabriela

Gabriela Guerrero has a PhD in educational sciences from the KU Leuven in Belgium and
an MA in development studies with a major in public policy from the Institute of Social
Studies in The Hague, The Netherlands. She has a BA in educational psychology from the
Pontifical Catholic University of Peru. She is currently an associate researcher at the Group
for the Analysis of Development based in Lima (Peru), working in the areas of education
and learning, poverty and equality, and methodologies for research and evaluation of
policy and programs. She is part of the Peruvian team involved in the international study
Young Lives. She acts as qualitative research advisor and has been involved in the
development of cognitive and achievement instruments for rounds two, three and four
of the study. She is also a lecturer in the Cognition, Learning and Development Master
Program housed in the Department of Psychology at the Pontifical Catholic University of
Peru. Her main areas of interest are early childhood development and education,
particularly within a poverty context. She is also interested in the study of educational
transitions, intercultural bilingual education and school effectiveness.
gguerrero@grade.org.pe

Gugushvili, Dimitri

Dimitri Gugushvili is a development specialist in poverty and child welfare issues. Prior to
joining Save the Children UK in the capacity of research advisor, Dimitri completed a PhD
in social policy at the University of Kent, UK. He also holds two MAs in public policy from
the University of Edinburgh and Tbilisi State University. At various periods, he has worked
at UNICEF, the Ministry of Health and Social Affairs of Georgia, and the Centre for
Research in Social Policy at Loughborough University. In addition, he has provided
consultancy services to various international organisations including EveryChild, UNICEF,
WHO and Care International. He is a Chevening and Open Society Foundation alumnus.
D.Gugushvili@savethechildren.org.uk

Gunguluza,
Nwabisa

Nwabisa Gunguluza is a researcher at the Children's Institute of the University of Cape
Town, South Africa. Her areas of interest are ethnographic research, early childhood
development, youth and poverty.
nwabisa.gunguluza@uct.ac.za

Gwavuya, Stanley

Stanley Gwavuya is a social policy and economics specialist at UNICEF Malawi. He has over
ten years’ experience in research, food security, social policy and advocacy. His specialities
include household surveys, policy and public expenditure analysis, equity and
vulnerability analysis, food security analysis, and project evaluation. Coming from
Zimbabwe. prior to joining UNICEF Malawi he worked with UNICEF Zimbabwe, where he
focused on using national datasets such as the Demographic and Health Surveys and the
Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys, to analyse inequitable access to social services with a
particular focus on vulnerable groups such as orphans and vulnerable children and
women. While with UNICEF Zimbabwe, he led a Child Poverty and Inequality study that
used data on policy and outcomes to study child poverty. He has also worked with the
World Food Program (Zimbabwe), focusing on food security and vulnerability analysis.
sgwavuya@gmail.com

Hagquist, Curt

Curt Hagquist is a professor of public health. He is the founding director of the Centre for
Research on Child and Adolescent Mental Health. A trained social worker, he gained his
PhD in social work in 1997 at the University of Gothenburg with the thesis ‘The Living
Conditions of Young People in Sweden: On the crisis of the 1990s, social conditions and
health’. He initiated the study of the young in Värmland and was the principal investigator
for several other studies on child and adolescent health. His research fields include
epidemiology, psychometrics (Rasch analysis), health promotion and social determinants
of health. Between 2001 and 2004 he worked as project manager commissioned by the
National Board of Health and Welfare, Centre for Epidemiology, preparing the
implementation of nationwide and recurrent measurements of school children's mental
health. From 2006 to 2013 he was employed at the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences,
managing a project on child and adolescent mental health.
curt.hagquist@kau.se

Hall, Katharine

Katharine Hall is a senior researcher at the Children’s Institute, a policy research unit at
the University of Cape Town. Her work is in the area of child poverty, inequality and social
policy. She co-ordinates the institute's ‘Children Count’ project which monitors the
situation of children in South Africa through child-centred analysis of national household
surveys. The project uses 40 child-focused indicators related to child poverty, living
environments, health and education. Her work has examined the integration of poverty
alleviation programmes and the effectiveness of targeting mechanisms, particularly in
relation to social assistance. She has worked extensively on household form, constructs
of ‘the family’, and care arrangements for children. She has a strong interest in housing
policy, migration and processes of urbanisation. She is a member of the standing
committee of the International Society for Child Indicators.
kath.hall@uct.ac.za

Hallerod,Bjorn

Bjorn Hallerod is professor in sociology in the Department of Sociology and Work Science
at the University of Gothenburg. For the past 25 years he has worked on issues related to
poverty, wellbeing, general living conditions and old age. Since the beginning of 2012 he
has led an international project on child poverty in developing countries, focusing on the
link between political institutions and children's living conditions. Since 2014 he has been
involved in the AGECAP research centre, where he currently leads a multidisciplinary
project that analyses what social conditions (given the individuals' genome) protect
against the development of dementia and Alzheimer's disease. In tandem with research
Hallerod has, as a representative for the Swedish research community, during the past
decade been heavily involved in work at the Swedish Research Council and he is currently
vice-chairman of the Swedish Council for Research Infrastructures.
bjorn.hallerod@gu.se

Handa, Sudhanshu

Sudhanshu Handa is chief of social & economic policy at the UNICEF Office of Research
and professor of public policy in the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, US. He is
an economist by training, and currently the co-principal investigator on the Transfer
Project, a multi-country initiative to understand the impacts of national cash transfer
programs on child and household wellbeing in sub-Saharan Africa. He previously held
positions at the University of the West Indies in Jamaica, Eduardo Mondlane University in
Mozambique, and the Inter-American Development Bank in Washington DC. In 2007–08
he served as UNICEF’s regional advisor on social policy for Eastern and Southern Africa
when the Transfer Project was initiated. He was born in Ghana and is a citizen of Canada
and the United States.
shanda@unicef.org

Hanna, Luisa

Luisa Hanna is a senior health policy and research adviser at Save the Children UK. She is
a health financing specialist, with qualifications in health policy, planning and financing,
international development, and economics. She is currently working on several
publications on the financing of universal health coverage (UHC), and reproductive,
maternal, newborn and child health, and provides support to Save the Children country
offices on UHC and health financing. Luisa previously worked for the South African
Treasury on national health insurance, as a programme manager with AMREF Health
Africa and other NGOs.
l.hanna@savethechildren.org.uk
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Luisa Hanna is a senior health policy and research adviser at Save the Children UK. She is
a health financing specialist, with qualifications in health policy, planning and financing,
international development and economics. Luisa is currently working on several
publications on financing of universal health coverage (UHC), reproductive, maternal,
newborn and child health, and provides support to Save the Children country offices on
UHC and health financing. Luisa previously worked for the South African Treasury on
national health insurance, as a programme manager with AMREF Health Africa and with
other NGOs.
l.hanna@savethechildren.org.uk

Hesse, Jacquee
Bunnell

Jacqueline (Jacquee) Bunnell Hesse is an evaluation and impact reporting specialist in the
newly formed Evidence and Learning Unit at World Vision International. After earning her
Master of Public Health degree from the Rollins School of Public Health, Emory University,
she moved to Lusaka, Zambia to manage an HIV project and pursue a career in
development. Equipped now with field experience in designing and implementing
monitoring and evaluation systems, she transitioned to her current role at World Vision
improving the measurement and reporting of World Vision’s global contribution to child
wellbeing. She currently resides in Cape Town, South Africa, but enjoys her frequent travel
to support country offices.
Jacquee_Bunnell@wvi.org

Heymann, Jody

Jody Heymann is the Dean of the UCLA Fielding School of Public Health and Founding
Director of the WORLD Policy Analysis Center. An unprecedented effort to improve the
level and quality of comparative policy data available to policymakers, researchers and
the public, WORLD examines health and social policies and outcomes in all 193 UN
countries. Dr. Heymann previously held a Canada Research Chair in Global Health and
Social Policy at McGill University where she was the founding director of the Institute for
Health and Social Policy. While on the faculty at Harvard Medical School and the Harvard
School of Public Health, she founded the Project on Global Working Families. Dr. Heymann
has authored and edited more than 250 publications, including 17 books. Selected titles
include Changing Children’s Chances (Harvard University Press, 2013), Making Equal
Rights Real (Cambridge University Press, 2012), Lessons in Educational Equality (Oxford
University Press, 2012), Protecting Childhood in the AIDS Pandemic (Oxford University
Press, 2012), Profit at the Bottom of the Ladder (Harvard Business Press, 2010), Raising
the Global Floor(Stanford University Press, 2009), Trade and Health (McGill Queens
University Press, 2007), Forgotten Families (Oxford University Press, 2006), and Healthier
Societies (Oxford University Press, 2006). Dr. Heymann has received numerous honors,
including election to the national Institute of Medicine in 2013 and the Canadian Academy
of Health Sciences in 2012. She has worked with leaders in North American, European,
African, and Latin American governments as well as a wide range of intergovernmental
organizations including the World Health Organization, the International Labor
Organization, the World Economic Forum, UNICEF, and UNESCO.
jody.heymann@ph.ucla.edu

Hobbs, Tim

Tim Hobbs is head of analytics at the Dartington Social Research Unit in the UK. He
currently leads on developing the unit's tools and methodologies for gathering robust
data on the health and development of children to inform public policy. He also heads up
the unit's contribution to the Realising Ambition programme, as well as data collection
strategies for Evidence2Success in Rhode Island and Perth and Kinross. He has a first-class
BSc in psychology and criminology from Staffordshire University. He subsequently trained
at the Social Research Unit and in 2011 completed a PhD in social and policy sciences at
the University of Bath. In 2005 he won the British Psychological Society Undergraduate
Award at Staffordshire University and in 2011, alongside colleague Nick Axford, won the
Kammerman and Khan Award from the International Society of Child Indicators.
thobbs@dartington.org.uk

Hoelscher, Petra

Petra Hoelscher is chief of social policy with UNICEF Indonesia. Her main interests include
child poverty reduction and social protection as well as innovative approaches to
generating and using data and research for informing policies to improve child wellbeing.
Before joining the UNICEF Indonesia country office she was chief of social policy with
UNICEF Namibia (2010–2014) and social policy specialist at the UNICEF regional office for
CEE/CIS in Geneva (2006–2010). Previously, she worked as a research fellow in the
Department of Applied Social Sciences at the University of Stirling in the UK (2004–2006)
and in the Department of Rehabilitation Sciences at the University of Dortmund in
Germany (1997–2003). She was awarded a PhD in rehabilitation sciences from the
University of Dortmund in 2001.
phoelscher@unicef.org

Holding, Penny

Penny Holding is based in the Institute for Human Development at the Aga Khan
University, Nairobi, Kenya. Her career as a developmental psychologist has focused on
exploring the complexity behind the variability in outcome observed following exposure
to environmental and health risks. All investigations have been centred in the majority
world, exploring the impact upon child development and family wellbeing of HIV and
other infectious diseases, as well as evaluating nutritional interventions. She has been
involved in adapting, developing and evaluating techniques to measure impact that can
be applied to both rural and urban settings in sub-Saharan Africa and Asia, populations
for whom a suitable methodology is limited. The battery of assessment tools that have
been developed, beginning with the early years assessment, have been used in many
different settings, and include tasks measuring information processing, memory,
reasoning, motor-coordination, as well as checklists and questionnaires addressing the
development of psychomotor skills, social emotional development, behaviour problems,
and social and family status. Recent initiatives have seen the development of the use of
e-technology in assessment and home-based interventions, bringing novel approaches to
implementation of family wellbeing centres, with an M&E framework that plays an
integral part in stimulating improved quality of delivery.
penny.holding@aku.edu

Hsiao, Celia

Celia Hsiao obtained her PhD in developmental psychology at the University of Western
Ontario. She was trained by Professors Greg Moran and David Pederson in attachment
research with a specific focus on the quality of mother-infant interactions and
relationships and how they contribute to children’s early socioemotional development.
She completed her postdoc at the University of the Witwatersrand with Professor Linda
Richter, where she worked on the Birth to Twenty study, the largest birth cohort study in
Africa examining the growth, health, wellbeing and educational progress of urban South
African children across a range of social and family circumstances from birth to 24 years
of age. Her specific interest was in understanding the psychosocial development of the
cohort within the first 10 years. The challenges facing child development researchers due
to the lack of reliable and validated instruments to assess children’s development outside
the Western context quickly became apparent. She was then involved in the adaptation
and standardisation of the Ages and Stages Questionnaire in both South Africa and
Zambia, where issues of cultural sensitivity and relevance were a key focus. Upon joining
Save the Children South Africa, she endeavoured to translate the science of child
development into practice through Save the Children’s various programmes.
chsiao@savethechildren.org.za

Huebenthal,
Maksim

Maksim Huebenthal has been a research associate in the Institute of Social Education /
Social Policy of MLU since 2008 (and as postdoc since 2014/15). His fields of work/interest
include child poverty and childhood research.
maksim.huebenthal@paedagogik.uni-halle.de

Hunner-Kreisel,
Christine

Christine Hunner-Kreisel is junior professor of transculturality and gender at the Institute
of Social Work, Educational and Sports Sciences, University of Vechta. Her current
research interests and qualitative research projects are directed to youth
(internationally), processes of coming of age in the family and in contexts of migration,
and the transnational migration of children, youth and families with special reference to
religious belief, gender and generation. She is running a research project on ‘Childhood
and Migration: Gendered and generational perspectives’ and another on ‘Young Muslims
and Their Experience of the Labour Market’, which is part of the EU project ‘Social
Innovation/Empowering the Young for the Common Good’ led by Hans-Uwe Otto. She is
also a coordinating researcher on a multinational qualitative study of children's wellbeing
that investigates how children conceptualise and experience wellbeing from a
comparative and global perspective.
christine.hunner-kreisel@uni-vechta.de

Iranee, Nora

Nora Iranee studied sociology in Darmstadt and Frankfurt/Main in Germany. She is a
research associate at the Department of Educational Sciences at Goethe University in
Frankfurt. Her main interests are childhood with a particular focus on poverty and
migration, qualitative research, and research with children.
iranee@em.uni-frankfurt.de

James, Spencer

Spencer L James is assistant professor in the School of Family Life at Brigham Young
University in the US. He holds a PhD in sociology and demography from Pennsylvania State
University. He studies contemporary trends in marriage and cohabitation, with a research
focus on how people form, maintain, and dissolve long-term romantic relationships. He
also maintains an active research agenda on how family relationships at the micro and
macro levels shape child outcomes.
Spencer_james @byu.edu

Jeroslow, Phyllis

Phyllis Jeroslow is a doctoral candidate in the School of Social Welfare at the University of
California, Berkeley, US, where she researches comparative welfare state policies and
government investments in early childhood. She has taught public policy topics related
to children and youth in the Department of Child and Adolescent Development at San
Francisco State University, and has served for many years as a training and curriculum
specialist at the California Social Work Education Center, University of California.
phyllisjeroslow@comcast.net

Jones, Camilla

Camilla Jones is the research manager at Family for Every Child. She has worked in
international child protection and humanitarian response for nine years. She has worked
as a child protection consultant for UNICEF, UNHCR, Save the Children and the
International Rescue Committee. This included developing and facilitating training,
coordinating responses to unaccompanied and separated refugee children from Syria, and
travel in Africa and the Middle East. She spent several years working as a child protection
advisor and officer for Save the Children throughout Africa. Amongst other work, during
this time she conducted participatory research with children and adults in various
contexts, and supported case management systems for alternative care.
camilla.jones@familyforeverychild.org

Jordaan, Donovan

Donovan Jordaan is the product manager of S4D Impact Assessment solution. He has been
closely involved in the development of the solution and has first-hand experience in
dealing with the various challenges of implementing and supporting the solution in the
field, including the training of fieldworkers who have limited exposure to technology. In
his free time, he is finishing his PhD in Classical Literature at the University of Stellenbosch.
donovan@space4dev.com

KahanStrawczynski, Paula

Paula Kahan-Strawczynski is a senior researcher at the Engelberg Center for Children and
Youth in the Myers-JDC-Brookdale Institute, Jerusalem. Since 1990 she has worked at the
institute, focusing her research on informal education, young leadership, adolescent girls
at risk, and evaluation of community programs for youth at risk. She led a process of
planning of services and programs for youth at local level in a number of cities in Israel, in
which she made use of findings of a study she had conducted about the characteristics
and needs of youth and the system of services available to them in these cities. In recent
years, she has been engaged in research about immigrant youth, services for youth at high
risk such as the Juvenile Probation Service, and the transition to adulthood of young adults
at risk. She is currently engaged in a national process for developing a common set of
program standards for drop-in youth centers.
paula@jdc.org.il

Kamau, Charles

Charles Kamau is a sociologist and data management expert with Acacia Consultants
(Kenya). He is an experienced social researcher with interests in socioeconomic
livelihoods and has extensive background in both qualitative and quantitative research
designs. He has a postgraduate certificate in applied research from Strathmore University
and is currently working on his MA thesis in sociology. In the programme ‘Participatory
Mapping of Children's Risks and Vulnerabilities’ in Nairobi, Mombasa, Kisumu and Garissa,
he has played a vital role as an assisting researcher talking to parents, children and key
actors on children's rights. In addition, he has worked on the statistical output and
provided liaison on behalf of Acacia Consultants.
ckamau@acaciaconsultants.org

Kann-Weedage,
Daphne

Daphna Kann-Weedage is a researcher at the Netherlands Youth Institute. She was
trained as a teacher at the universities of Utrecht and Amsterdam. After doing research
into adolescent coping behaviour and deliberate self-harm, she joined the Netherlands
Youth Institute in 2013 to develop and maintain the main monitoring instruments.
d.kann@nji.nl

Kim, Sunsuk

Sunsuk Kim is an associate professor in the Department of Social Welfare, Korea National
University of Transportation. Her interests include child rights, child poverty and child
subjective wellbeing.
ksunsuk@ut.ac.kr

Kim, Yeun Hee J

Yeun Hee J. Kim is associate professor at the department of Social Welfare, Daegu
University, South Korea. Her research interests include community mental health, mental
health of cultural minorities, migration, and social justice of disenfranchised.
yeunheekim@daegu.ac.kr

Kinnell, Angela

Dr Angela Kinnell is a research fellow in the Fraser Mustard Centre, a partnership between
the Telethon Kids Institute and the South Australian Department for Education and Child
Development. She has a PhD in psychology from the University of Adelaide. Her research
examines the factors contributing to child health, development and wellbeing.
angela.kinnell@telethonkids.org.au

Kinyanjui, Felistus

Kinyanjui Felistus is a sociologist and team leader at Acacia Consultants, Kenya and is a
trained sociologist with over 15 years’ experience working with youth groups, the less
fortunate and women's groups in Kenya, South Africa and Ireland. Dr Kinyanjui is an active
campaigner against sexual and gender-based violence. She has experience in the
development of curricula for gender and development and has a deep background in
teaching and training youth and adults. Her special areas of focus include qualitative and
quantitative research and social research methodologies; she has wide experience in
capacity building and community mobilization, especially with respect to gender and
gender empowerment; work experience including working in youth, the less fortunate,
and children’s rights, social development and health consultancies; has fully developed
analytical, writing and presentation skills, auditing, is experienced in monitoring and
evaluation, baseline survey, behaviour change management, conflict resolution and
training of trainers. She is the team leader for the Participatory Mapping of Children's
Risks and Vulnerabilities study in the four urban areas of Kenya (Nairobi, Garissa, Kisumu
and Mombasa).
admin@acaciaconsultants.org

Klocke, Andreas

Andreas Klocke is professor of sociology at Frankfurt University, Germany. He studied
sociology and politics at the Fee University of Berlin and the University of Edinburgh, UK.
Following his doctorate (on lifestyles in modern societies) at the Free University of Berlin,
he moved to the University of Bielefeld (1994–1997), where he got into contact with the
sociology of youth and health research. As a research director at the University of
Bamberg (1997–2001, family research) and a visiting scholar at Stanford University
medical schools in the USA, 1998–1999, he took over the position at Frankfurt where he
also heads the research centre on demographic change. In 2013 he was a visiting scholar
at the University of York, UK where he worked on the wellbeing of children in international
comparative studies. His main areas of research are social inequalities and poverty,
families, youth and demography.
andreas.klocke@fzdw.de

Kong, Jooyoung

Jooyoung Kong, MSW, is a doctoral candidate at Boston College School of Social Work.
Her research interests include late-life intergenerational relationships, long-term care
issues and policies, and long-term effects of childhood trauma.
jooyoung.kong@bc.edu

Köning, Julia

Julia König, PhD, studied education at Goethe University in Frankfurt, Germany, was a
visiting scholar in the History Department at the New School for Social Research in New
York, US in 2010/2011 and wrote a dissertation on the history of children’s sexuality. She
is now a postdoc researcher at Goethe University, where she teaches educational science
focusing on feminist and queer studies, psychoanalysis, and critical social theory. At the
moment she is more specifically conducting an empirical study on children’s sexuality
while also working on educational and colonial aspects within the idea of civilization and
the history of German colonialism. She is also co-coordinator of the Working Group
Political Psychology.
j.koenig@em.uni-frankfurt.de

Korbin, Jill

Jill E. Korbin earned her PhD in 1978 from the University of California at Los Angeles.
Korbin is a cultural and medical anthropologist. Her awards include the Margaret Mead
Award (1986) from the American Anthropological Association and the Society for Applied
Anthropology; a Congressional Science Fellowship (1985–86) through the American
Association for the Advancement of Science and the Society for Research in Child
Development; and the Wittke Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching at Case
Western Reserve University. She served on the National Research Council’s panel on
research on child abuse and neglect, and the Institute of Medicine’s panel on
pathophysiology and prevention of adolescent and adult suicide. She is director of
the Schubert Center for Child Studies and co-director of the Childhood Studies Program.
Jill Korbin teaches a range of courses from introductory anthropology to upper division
and graduate courses in medical and psychological anthropology and on child and family
issues from an anthropological perspective. She has published numerous articles on
culture and child maltreatment, including her edited book Child Abuse and Neglect: Crosscultural perspectives (University of California Press, 1981), which was the first volume to
examine the relationship of culture and child maltreatment. She has published and
conducted research on women incarcerated for fatal child maltreatment, on crosscultural childrearing and child maltreatment, on health, mental health and childrearing
among Ohio’s Amish population, and on the impact of neighborhood factors on child
maltreatment and child wellbeing.
jek7@case.edu

Künstler, Sophie

Sophie Künstler, MA, studied educational science and sociology in Bielefeld and
Frankfurt/Main, Germany. She is currently a research assistant in Frankfurt/Main at the
Department of Social Pedagogy and Adult Education. Research Interests are discourse and
subject research, poverty and social inequality, epistemology and methodology.
kuenstler@em.uni-frankfurt.de

Kutsar, Dagmar

Dagmar Kutsar, PhD (social psychology) is an associate professor of social policy at the
University of Tartu in Estonia. Her research interests are around family, childhood and
welfare research and policies in general, and more specifically on children’s perspectives
and rights. She has been a member of a standing committee of social sciences of the
European Science Foundation (representative of Estonia and a member of the core group
2001–2007), member of the executive committee of the European Sociological Association
(2003–2007), president of the National Associations Council of ESA (2007–2009), and
expert of the EU 7FP Youth Social Inclusion Cluster at the European Commission (2010–
2012). She is a national coordinator of the Children’s Worlds study in Estonia and an ISCI
board member.
dagmar.kutsar@ut.ee

Kvalsvig, Jane

Jane Kvalsvig is an honorary professor in the Department of Public Health Medicine at the
University of KwaZulu-Natal. Her research interests concern the impact that poverty and
lack of resources has on the social, emotional and cognitive development of children in
developing countries. Other, but linked, interests are: the evaluation of educational,
health and development intervention programmes for children; and promoting the use of
research findings to guide policy and service provision in government and nongovernment organizations. Jane is particularly interested in building capacity to study the
problems encountered by children in underdeveloped areas in Africa by training young
researchers, and seeking out appropriate assessment materials and procedures.
kvalsvig@gmail.com

Lawler, Michael

Michael J Lawler, PhD, is dean and professor in the School of Health Sciences, University
of South Dakota. His research interests include health disparities, child wellbeing, child
welfare, transfer of learning, and forensic psychology.
michael.lawler@usd.edu

Lecoufle, Olivia

Olivia Lecoufle works with Save the Children Canada as a child protection advisor. She
chairs the Save the Children International task group on children and work as well in the
International Child Protection Network of Canada. In this capacity, she has represented
Save the Children in global events such as the ILO conference on child labour, participated
in the elaboration of global policy and strategy documents, and developed a menu of
outcome indicators for children and work programming. She has been working with
working children for the past nine years, with a strong background in child participation
and international labour policies. She has been closely involved with child-led
organizations in Asia, Africa and Latin America. She holds a BSc from the University of
Montreal and a MA in political science and development studies from the Sorbonne
University, Paris.
olecoufle@savethechildren.ca

Lee, Bong

Bong Joo Lee is professor of social welfare at Seoul National University. His research
focuses on child poverty, child welfare, early intervention, and social service reform
issues. He is a co-editor of Child Indicators Research, an international journal on child
indicators.
bongjlee@snu.ac.kr

Lee, Juyeon

Juyeon Lee is a second-year master’s student in Social Welfare at Seoul National
University, South Korea. She is currently working as a researcher at Social Welfare
Research Center in Seoul National University. Her research interests are in positive
developmental outcomes of children and youths, focusing on their self-image and social
relationships.
juyeon.enpaix@gmail.com

Lee, Yeon-Shim

Yeon-Shim Lee, PhD, is an associate professor at San Francisco State University School of
Social Work in the US. She has published extensively on racial and ethnic health/mental
health disparities, child wellbeing, family violence (elder abuse and intimate partner
abuse), substance use issues, acculturation, and health interventions.
yl375@sfsu.edu

Leibbrandt, Murray

Murray Leibbrandt is director of the Southern Africa Labour and Development Research
Unit, holds the NRF/DST national research chair of Poverty and Inequality Research, and
is a research fellow in the Institute for the Study of Labour in Bonn, Germany. Professor
Leibbrandt is also a past president of the African Econometric Society and of the South
African Economic Society. He completed his PhD at Notre Dame University. He is a past
president of the African Econometric Society and immediate past president of the
Economic Society of South Africa, and is director of the research project on Employment,
Income Distribution and Inclusive Growth. He has held a visiting fellowship at Cornell
University, and visiting professorships at the University of Michigan and Yale University.
He has participated in a number of committees tasked with poverty reduction and
improving standards of living in South Africa and internationally. He was a member of
South Africa's first post-apartheid Labour Market Commission, has been a member of the
International Panel evaluating World Bank research into poverty and inequality, and a
member of the International Panel on Population Growth and Human Welfare in Africa.
He has been the recipient of numerous honours, scholarships, bursaries and awards, and
has researched and published extensively on South African poverty, looking at inequality
and labour market dynamics using survey data and, in particular, panel data. In 2013, he
was appointed pro-vice-chancellor, Poverty and Inequality, at the University of Cape
Town.
Murray.Leibbrandt@uct.ac.za

Lekalakala,
Kgauhelo

Kgauhelo Lekalakala has recently completed a thesis under The Open University in the UK.
The topic of her study is : An examination of perpetrator explanations for sexual abuse of
young children in South Africa. She has practiced as a social worker for over 20yrs mostly
in child protection both in South Africa and in the UK. She is currently establishing a nonprofit organisation whose aims are family socio-economic enrichment and child
protection. Due to the vast data she gathered during her research studies she is dedicating
some of her time in writing up her findings about sexual abuse of young children.
kgauhelo.lekalakala@gmail.com

Lin, Yu-Chen

Dr Yu-Chen Lin is an associate professor in the Department of Education at the National
Taipei University of Education, Taiwan. She began working in the area of child and
adolescent health at the National Taipei University of Education in 2002. Her research
interests include diet and physical activity among children and adolescents, child obesity,
and social determinants of health and health behavior among children and adolescents.
She is currently the principal investigator of the HBSC-Taiwan Linked Project.
yclin@tea.ntue.edu.tw

Llosada-Gistau,
Joan

Joan Llosada-Gistau is a sociologist and is currently working at the Child Protection System
in Catalonia. He is Head section of Data Analysis and Evaluation. He is technical secretary
of the National Council for Childhood and Adolescence in Catalonia. He is also a PhD
student at the Department of Psychology (Faculty of Education and Psychology) of the
University of Girona. He has a Master's Degree in Applied Social Research techniques and
expertise in both quantitative and qualitative research. His main areas of research are
related to children and adolescents out-of-home care, child abuse and subjective
wellbeing. He is also interested in children’s rights and especially in children’s
participation.
llosada.gistau@gmail.com

Main, Gill

Gill Main is an academic fellow at the University of Leeds. She completed her PhD (cofunded by the Economic and Social Research Council and the Children’s Society) at the
University of York in 2014. Her topic was the development of an index of child deprivation
based on children’s own perceptions of their needs, and its value in helping to explore
links between child poverty and children’s subjective wellbeing. She also works with the
Children’s Society on their Well-being Research Programme. Alongside her PhD, she was
involved as a researcher in the 2012 UK Poverty and Social Exclusion Survey, focusing on
child poverty and social exclusion. Prior to that, she worked in the voluntary sector,
managing a small charity which provided support and advocacy to people who had
experienced childhood sexual abuse. Following her PhD she worked on the Children’s
Worlds study, an international survey which covers a diverse range of countries and seeks
to investigate children’s subjective wellbeing based on children’s reports of what is
important to them, and drawing on children as participants and reporters on their own
lives. Her current work is concerned with child poverty and its links to child wellbeing, the
distribution of resources within families, and youth transitions from education to the
labour market. She is a partner investigator on an Australian Research Council-funded
project at the University of New South Wales, ‘Material Deprivation and Social Exclusion
among Young Australians: A child-focused approach’, which seeks to replicate her PhD
research among children in New South Wales.
g.main@leeds.ac.uk

Marangu, Joyce

Joyce Marangu holds an MA in development studies from the University of the Western
Cape and an MA in development management from Ruhr University Bochum. She has
experience in development research and is currently working as a project officer at SM
and Associates advisory.
joyce.marangu@gmail.com

Martin, Florence

Florence Martin is director of the Better Care Network. She is a human rights lawyer and
a clinical social worker with 20 years of experience in child protection and children’s rights
in both emergency and development contexts. Her work has focused on reforming and
strengthening national child protection systems, including the framework for the delivery
of social services and social work practice with children and their families. Prior to joining
BCN, she worked as child protection adviser to the Ministry of Social Affairs in Indonesia,
where she supported major reforms of the child welfare and social work systems. Florence
also worked as global adviser on child protection for Save the Children UK, adviser in child
protection to the East Timorese Ministry of Social Welfare, and legal adviser to the Human
Rights Unit of the UN Transitional Administration for East Timor. She also represented
Amnesty International at the United Nations for five years. She holds an MSW from
Columbia University and a Master of Public International Law from the London School of
Economics.
florence.martin@bettercarenetwork.org

Mason, Jan

Jan Mason is emeritus professor at the University of Western Sydney, where she was
foundation professor of social work, 1995 to 2010. She was also foundation director of
the Social Justice and Social Change Research Centre. Her teaching and research
directions have been informed by earlier employment in government child welfare. She
has researched and published on child welfare and protection, child and family policy,
child–adult relations, children's needs in care, children's wellbeing, and researching with
children. Her particular interest is in facilitating children's participation in research and in
practice, and policy development on issues concerning them.
jan.mason@uws.edu.au

Matafwali, Beatrice

Dr Beatrice Matafwali is a senior lecturer at the University of Zambia in the Department
of Educational Psychology, Sociology and Special Education. Her main research interests
include early literacy development, early childhood development, and asssessment of
learning outcomes. She is particularly interested in strengthening early childhood
programming and assessment of developmental outcomes using culturally relevant
materials to promote early identification and intervention for children at potential risk.
Dr Matafwali served as co-principal investigator in the development of the Zambia Child
Assessment Test (ZamCAT) and has been the resource person in the validation process of
the ZamCAT in Zambia, Malawi and Tanzania. She also served as co-principal investigator
in the validation of the Ages and Stages Questionnaire in Zambia and South Africa
sponsored by the Human Sciences Research Council of South Africa. She served as
consultant in the Development of Early Learning and Developmental Standard for Zambia.
She has published articles and book chapters in the area of early childhood education and
learning disabilities.
Beatrice.matafwali@unza.zm

Mathews, Shanaaz

Shanaaz Mathews has 25 years' experience in the women's and children's sectors and has
worked within civil society organisations, as an academic, and as an advocate for the
women and children's rights. She is the director of the Children's Institute, University of
Cape Town, South Africa. A specialist public health researcher with a PhD in public health,
she worked previously with the South African Medical Research Council's Gender & Health
Research Unit. She is a founding member and previous chair of the Western Cape Network
on Violence against Women and was chair of the network 1999–2000. She serves as
International Advisory Board member for the UNICEF Innocenti research office Florence;
in the Multi Country Study on the Drivers of Violence; as technical expert and advisory
group member of the South African Child Protection Surveillance Study Project of the
National Department of Social Development; and currently serves on the Childwatch
International Board. She has engaged in various policy processes in South Africa, such as
the drafting of the Domestic Violence Act of 1999, the monitoring of its implementation
through research, and capacity building of civil society organisations to develop an
understanding of the Act. She participated in drafting South Africa's complementary
report to the African Union and United Nations on the rights and welfare of children. She
also participated in the South African delegation who presented to the African Committee
on the rights and welfare of the child in April 2014. Her research on child homicides and
the link to fatal child abuse provides the first data on the epidemiology of this problem in
South Africa. She also led a study into what carers and children want from services after
sexual assault, which identified major service gaps and mental health needs of children
and their carers. Her qualitative work with violent men has provided insights into
childhood factors in pathways to violent masculinities in the South African context.
shanaaz.mathews@uct.ac.za

May, Julian

Julian May is the director of the Centre of Excellence in Food Security at the University of
the Western Cape. He has worked on options for poverty reduction including land reform,
social grants, information technology and urban agriculture. He has also worked on the
development and use of systems for monitoring the impact of such policy such as official
statistics, impact assessment and action research. He has worked in Southern, East and
West Africa and in the Indian Ocean Islands. In 2009 the National Research Foundation
awarded him a South African Research Chair in Applied Poverty Reduction Assessment,
and in 2014, a Centre of Excellence Grant in Food Security. He has edited four books,
published over 60 papers in books and academic journals, and produced more than 120
working papers, research reports and other publications.
julian.may120@gmail.com

McEwen, Annie

Annie McEwen is a social policy academic interested in how governments can best
address the causes and consequences of poverty and inequality. Currently, she is
completing a PhD in public policy at Carleton University’s School of Public Policy and
Administration. Her research interests are interdisciplinary, sitting at the crossroads of
political science, sociology, economics, and policy practice. More important than work on
disciplinary identity, she is passionate about developing the evidence base for effective
social policy through rigorous social science research. Her research to date has
predominately focused on Canadian child and family policy. Her PhD, ‘Beyond Child
Poverty: Childhood disadvantage and social policy in Canada’, examines the ways in which
governments can most effectively reduce the effects of childhood inequality and poverty.
Alongside research, she has taught within the School of Public Policy and Administration
and will be teaching an undergraduate Child Studies course in Winter 2015.
annie.mcewen@carleton.ca

Meiland, Stephanie

Stephanie Meiland is a scientific assistant in the Department of Educational Science,
Institute for Social Pedagogy and Adult Education at Johann Wolfgang Goethe University
in Frankfurt, Germany. She has worked as research assistant on two major projects: one
on childhood vulnerability, ’What makes children stronger but also in need of
protection?’; and one on precarious childhoods, ‘How children experience poverty: A
qualitative study of the experiences of poverty in 6 to 12 year old children’. Her doctoral
research investigates the experiences of children exposed to parental drug use.
meiland@em.uni-frankfurt.de

Meissner, Robyn

Robyn Meissner graduated from the University of Cape Town, South Africa with a degree
in occupational therapy in 2009. She completed her community service year in Greytown,
KwaZulu-Natal. Since then she has been working for the Kidzpositive Family Fund in Cape
Town, supporting the needs of children and families infected and affected by HIV.
Together with other OT colleagues, she is helping to develop a play-informed caregiverimplemented home-based OT intervention to aid the development, learning and play
outcomes of HIV children. This is the focus of her current MA (funded by the MRC National
Health Scholars Program).
robyn.jess@gmail.com

Mekonen,
Yehualashet

Yehualashet Mekonen is the head of the African Child Observatory Programme at the
African Child Policy Forum (ACPF), a pan-African centre for policy research and advocacy
on children based in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. He has worked for more than 20 years in
research, programme management and development of research tools and
methodologies. He developed an approach for measuring government performance in
realising child rights and wellbeing, called the Child-Friendliness Index. This composite
Index is being used as a main component of the African Report on Child Wellbeing series,
a flagship biennial publication of ACPF that monitors the extent to which African
governments are living up to their commitments to the Convention on the Rights of the
Child and the African Charter on the rights and welfare of the child. He has authored and
co-authored numerous papers, articles and reports focusing on issues related to children’s
rights and wellbeing. Before joining ACPF, he was a team leader and senior researcher at
the Central Statistical Agency of Ethiopia. As an independent consultant, he has also
served several nongovernmental organisations, UN agencies and private firms in
undertaking national surveys, data analysis and drafting of research reports on a range of
social, economic, human rights and governance related issues.
mekonen@africanchildforum.org

Meyer, Sarah

Sarah Meyer is the associate director for research and knowledge development at the
AfriChild Centre in Uganda. She is an experienced researcher interested in applied
research focusing on mental health and psychosocial support in humanitarian settings.
smeyer@theafrichildcentre.org

Minor, Enrique

Enrique Minor studied Economics at the Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana (UAM),
where he received the University Medal of Academic Merit. Later, he studied master’s
and doctorate degrees in Economics at El Colegio de México. He has worked at CONEVAL
for the past nine years. His experience as a researcher and consultant include the Impact
Evaluation of Social Program Micro-regions, the evaluation of academic staff incentives
systems of higher education institutions, and poverty measurement, among others. He
has published papers about public expenditure on education, incentive systems, security
social, poverty measurement, construction of the basic basket of consumption, labor
market as well as in mathematics education. He has supervised several postgraduate
theses related to public economy, public policy and the economics of education. His areas
of interest are econometrics, public sector economics, economics of education, poverty
measurement and the evaluation of the impact of social programs.
eeminor@coneval.gob.mx

Montserrat, Carme

Carme Montserrat is deputy dean in the Faculty of Education and Psychology at the
University of Girona. She has been teaching in the Department of Psychology (Faculty of
Education and Psychology) since 2006/2007. She is also a researcher in the research team
‘Childhood, Adolescence, Children’s rights and their Quality of Life’ within the Research
Institute on Quality of Life at the university. She acquired her PhD in 2006 from the
University of Girona, having previously worked as a child protection practitioner in the
city of Barcelona as well as being a consultant with the Council of Europe. Her research
interests are related to the child protection system with a specific focus on foster care,
residential care, kinship care, young people leaving care as well as of children and
adolescents at high social risk.
carme.montserrat@udg.edu

Morgan, Barak

Barak Morgan is a biologist and medical doctor with clinical experience mostly in
psychiatry. He also has a PhD in engineering. Based in Cape Town, he works as a
researcher in human social – ‘cognitive’ – affective neuroscience. His varied background
allows him to apply a wide range of interests, ideas and techniques to complex brain, mind
and behaviour questions. Most of his research is in the field of early childhood
development, focused on the enduring impact of early social experience on brain
structure and function in later life, a field often referred to as ’biological embedding of
early social adversity’. This research entails designing, piloting and implementing sets of
context-appropriate biological and neurobehavioral measures of social / cognitive /
affective brain function in children of different ages. Another aspect of his research
involves translating the neuroscience of childhood development into the social domain in
scientifically accurate socially positive ways. This includes working with early childhood
development organisations (e.g., REPSSI, Ilifa Labantwana), serving on expert panels (e.g.,
for UNICEF) and working with an early childhood development funding agency to mount
a broad ongoing multimedia campaign to translate the neuroscience of childhood
development into social policy and practice in African settings. He also investigates the
influence of maternal-neonate skin-to-skin contact versus maternal-neonate separation
in humans as well as the social, cognitive and affective consequences of bilateral
amygdala calcification in humans.
barakmorgan@gmail.com

Morpeth, Louise

Louise Morpeth has jointly run the Social Research Unit in the UK with Michael Little since
2010, having first joined the unit in 1997 to study for her PhD. She oversees the day-today running of the charity. She has a particular interest in advocating the greater use of
evidence-based programmes, practices, processes and policies in children’s services and
has worked at the interface of research, policy and practice throughout her career. Louise
led the groundbreaking work with Birmingham City Council to develop, implement and
evaluate a £42 million invest-to-save strategy. She is currently working with a handful of
local authorities trialling the use of evidence-based programmes as alternatives to care.
She is also leading the replication of the US model ‘Evidence2Success’ in Scotland. She is
a regular contributor to Prevention Action. Louise has a degree in psychology from
Lancaster University, an MSc in health promotion from the University of Central England,
and a PhD from Exeter University.
lmorpeth@dartington.org.uk

Morris, Renald

Renald Morris works for the Synergos Institute in South Africa as project manager for the
Leadership and Innovation Network for Collaboration in the Children’s Sector (LINC). LINC
is a multi-stakeholder network established to create systemic improvements in the
children’s sector to improve the quality and quantity of services to children in South
Africa. He is responsible for leadership and partnership development and his professional
career covers areas of restorative justice, criminal justice, conflict management and youth
development.
rmorris@synergos.org

Motala, Shirin

Shirin Motala is a senior research manager in the Economic Performance and
Development Programme of the Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC) in South Africa.
Before joining HSRC she was actively involved in the child and human rights sector as
provincial coordinator in KwaZulu-Natal for the EU and Chapter 9 institutions
(Commission for Gender Equality, SA Human Rights Commission and the Office of the
Public Protector) partnership programme, the Civil Society Advocacy Programme. She has
worked in rural development and land reform in partnership with the Regional
Consultative Forum on Rural Development and the Association for Rural Advancement.
Her research interests include sustainable development and livelihoods, poverty and
unemployment, socioeconomic rights and food security, job creation and public sector
employment programmes, and vulnerability and wellbeing with a specific focus on child
development and child rights. She has guest edited a special edition of AGENDA on food
insecurity in the context of the global economic climate, and contributed to several book
chapters. Recent research conducted includes a study on agrarian reform and poverty
reduction in South Africa, a diagnostic study on land restitution and appraisal of the
developmental outcomes of land restitution, and Impact Assessment of the South African
Women in Dialogue development caravan intervention, and is currently project manager
for the Expanded Public Works Programme Phase 2 impact assessment study for KwaZuluNatal. She holds a BSocSci from University College, Dublin in Ireland and an MA from the
University of KwaZulu-Natal.
SMotala@hsrc.ac.za

Mshvidobadze,
Anastasia

Anastasia Mshvidobadze has obtained MAs in economics from McGill University, Canada,
in mathematics from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and in applied mathematics from
Tbilisi State University. She currently works for UNICEF as data analyst and social policy
consultant.
amshvidobadze@unicef.org

Mthimkhulu, Mhle

Mhle Mthimkhulu is the director of Africa Programmes at MIET Africa. For over 15 years
she has been involved in programme implementation that promotes the wellbeing of
orphans and vulnerable children in the Southern African region.
mhle@miet.co.za

Mulholland, Stuart

Stuart Mulholland qualified with a postgraduate diploma in social work at Glasgow
University in 1990. During his career as a social worker he worked in child protection and
criminal justice delivering consultation, training, assessment and interventions with young
people who display problematic sexual behaviours in Scotland, Northern Ireland and the
Republic of Ireland. He presented regularly at NOTA annual conferences in the UK and at
international conferences in the US including ATSA and NAPN. Following the inception of
Welltree Online Training and Consultancy, he developed an area of interest relating to the
assessment and measurement of subjective wellbeing among children and young people
placed in residential care. With the assistance of Dr David Burton Smith of College
Massachusetts, he devised an online assessment measuring changes in subjective
wellbeing that is used in a number of residential settings to aid research and outcomes
data and inform assessments.
ssmulholland@btinternet.com

Mumah, Solomon

Solomon Mumah holds a PhD in Health Psychology (KU, 2009) and is senior lecturer and
head of the department of Human and Social Development at the Technical University of
Kenya. Prior to joining TU-K in October 2013, he served as Research Fellow (2004-2009)
and Lecturer at Kenyatta University (2009-2012). In 2012, he founded the Psychological
Society of Kenya (PSK); where he is currently president. PSK is a learned society and
professional body; the authoritative and public voice for the discipline of psychology in
Kenya committed to the advancement of psychology as a science, a profession and a
means of promoting human development. Dr. Mumah is also a council member of the
Pan-African Psychology Union. His main research interest is in health psychology –
particularly stress, trauma, depression, psychopathology and disease; and health-risking
and health-seeking behaviours. His present research focuses on issues of poverty
alleviation, and welfare provision for optimum early childhood development. In April
2010, Dr. Mumah founded PsycHealth International, a leading mental health service
provider in Kenya; delivering excellent psychological support services and shaping the
future through research and development and by closing the gap between knowledge and
action at all levels. Its mission is to improve the quality of life of (the world’s poorest and
most vulnerable) people, by improving their health and wellness, while providing for the
welfare and needs of others.
scjmumah@gmail.com

Muradzikwa,
Samson

Sam Muradzikwa is the chief of social policy and research at UNICEF Zimbabwe. He joined
UNICEF in 2012 after working for five years at the Development Bank of Southern Africa
(DBSA), where he held the post of chief economist. He holds an MA in economics from
the University of Cape Town, South Africa and has a wealth of experience in infrastructure
financing, macroeconomic modelling, public finance, trade and development issues. He
has published in the fields of general economics, public finance, development and
infrastructure and was a senior academic at the University of Cape Town for 6 years before
joining DBSA. His current research work at UNICEF has focused on the inequities that
children face across a range of vulnerability factors, and analyses of policy responses in
this regard.
smuradzikwa@unicef.org

Murphey, David

David Murphey is a senior research scientist at Child Trends with expertise in selecting,
developing, monitoring, and analysing indicators of child and youth wellbeing at national,
state and local levels. He oversees the Child Trends DataBank, an online compendium of
research-informed indicators of child wellbeing, and produces the Child Indicator
newsletter, a leading publication in the field. He provides consultation on indicators,
working in association with a number of projects at Child Trends, and is familiar with a
broad array of national, state and local data sources as well as with issues of data systems
integration, data reporting issues, and effective communication of data. Recently he has
developed guidance on indicator selection and analysis for a number of place-based
planning efforts, including Promise Neighborhoods. He has provided technical assistance
to programmes and agencies on logic-model development, performance management
and evaluation. His work has been cited in the New York Times, Washington Post, Time
magazine and other major media outlets. Prior to his tenure at Child Trends, he worked
for 15 years in state government, where he helped lead Vermont's communities in
adopting a results-based framework. He holds PhD in developmental psychology and MA
in education from the University of Michigan.
dmurphey@childtrends.org

Mutambanengwe,
Edwin Tinashe

Edwin Tinashe Mutambanengwe holds an MA in social work from the University of
Johannesburg and is currently working on his PhD proposal in the same university. He is a
Bachelor of Social Work (Honours) from the University of Zimbabwe. He currently
supervises social workers in a renowned child and family welfare organisation and is
interested in the monitoring and evaluation of child-centred services and development of
indicators for child wellbeing.
etmutambanengwe@gmail.com

Nauck, Bernhard

Bernhard Nauck is currently the research director in the Department of Sociology ,
Chemnitz University of Technology. He acquired a PHD from Cologne in 1977, received
Habilitation from Bonn in 1983, was deputy professor at Wuppertal and Cologne (1986–
1989, a full professor at Weingarten (1990–1991) and full professor at Chemnitz
University of Technology (1992–2012).
bernhard.nauck@soziologie.tu-chemnitz.de

Ngandu, Stewart

Stewart Ngandu is a chief researcher in the Economic Performance and Development
research programme of the Human Sciences Research Council in South Africa. He holds
an MSc in economics from the University of Zimbabwe. His particular research interests
include microdata analysis (household questionnaire design and multivariate statistical
analysis of microdata), socioeconomic poverty research, economy wide modelling and
policy analysis, economic development as it relates to macroeconomic performance,
industrial sector development, the economics of mineral driven economies, economywide impact analysis, socioeconomic evaluation (impact evaluation design and analysis)
and early childhood development
sngandu@hsrc.ac.za

Nguatem, Michael

Michael Belebema Nguatem is a PhD researcher at the Institute for Social Development,
University of the Western Cape (UWC), South Africa. He an LlB in law (University of Buea),
PGD in business law (University of Y'de), LlM in international trade law (UWC), and an MA
in development studies (UWC). His research interests are law and social development,
migration, and food security in Africa.
mickybround@gmail.com

Nogela, Lineo

Lineo Mapetla-Nogela is a research consultant with post-graduate training and experience
in psychometry, industrial psychology, health and higher education. She has facilitated
workshops on grief and loss for educators, and provided health and wellness training and
management in both the public and private sectors.
lmapetla@hotmail.com

Norins, Jennifer

Jennifer Norins hails from Boston, Massachusetts, US but has been living in Durban, South
Africa for the past three years. With experience in evaluating programmes for Special
Olympics and other inclusive education research, she joined MIET Africa in 2014 and is a
monitoring and evaluation specialist.
jen@miet.co.za

Nshimyimana,
Brigitte

Brigitte Nshimyimana holds two MAs in public health and an MA/Sc in child studies. She
also holds a BA in social work. Previously a social worker, she currently works in the
Ministry of Gender Equality as a monitoring and evaluation specialist for the Child Welfare
programs. She focuses on the areas of development of program indicators and their
definition protocols, quality assurance, information system management, data analysis
and promotion of the importance of data use in planning and decision making. She has
also been involved in several researches in the field of children.
briguza@yahoo.com

O’Hare, William

William O’Hare is a demographer and senior consultant to the Annie E. Casey Foundation.
Over the last 30 years he has used statistical analysis to elevate the needs of
disadvantaged populations, such as children, the poor and racial minorities, on the public
agenda. He was the director of the National KIDS COUNT project from 1993 to 2006. He
has nearly thirty years of experience as an applied demographer, specializing in making
socio-demographic data available to the public and to policy makers. Prior to joining the
Annie E. Casey Foundation in 1993, he worked in a number of positions in the nonprofit
sector, in academia, and in state government, including at the University of Louisville, the
Population Reference Bureau, the Joint Center for Political Studies, and the Department
of Management and Budget for the State of Michigan.
billohare1@gmail.com

Odeck, Aloys

Aloys Odeck is a social scientist and child development expert with Acacia Consultants
(Kenya). He has over thirty years of experience in the management of social research and
development, including extensive experience as coordinator of educational
administration in Maseno University, head of the Education Department and dean of the
Faculty of Education, the largest of the faculties. Areas of interest include guidance and
counselling, educational tests and measurements, educational psychology, learning and
motivation, special needs, child development, behaviour change and health policy, special
education (specifically in rehabilitation counselling) and special education. Professor
Odeck played a pivotal role as the assisting team leader looking at issues on child
protection and risks/vulnerabilities faced by children in the slum areas.
admin@acaciaconsultants.org

Ogawa, Marlene

Marlene Ogawa is programme manager for the Synergos Institute in South Africa. She has
worked with NGOs, government and the private sector in South Africa and the SADC
region. Her expertise is in designing and implementing adult learning and sharing
interventions addressing both micro and macro needs. Career highlights include designing
and implementing a national capacity-building strategy that ensured the National Youth
Service implementers had the knowledge and skills to successfully guide young people in
skills acquisition and service to their country. Marlene's work at Synergos focuses on
research, awareness raising and practice on isolation and social connectedness. This is
done in collaboration with strategic partners in order to influence practice, programmes
and policies to enhance and support social connectedness and build the resilience of
vulnerable children and youth. Key to this work has been the development of evaluation
procedures and monitoring tools for isolation and social connectedness linked to the
resilience building of children and youth.
mogawa@synergos.org

Osorio, Ana

Ana Osorio is an assistant professor in the Department of Economics, Pontificia
Universidad Javeriana. She obtained her PhD in economics in 2013. It investigated the
socioeconomic determinants of early childhood health in Colombia and the role of
community context. She has been at the University Javeriana from 2005. Her research
interests are in the socioeconomic determinants of child wellbeing in the developing
world and the economic analysis of social policies.
anao@javerianacali.edu.co

Otto, Caraleigh

Caraleigh Otto graduated with a BSc in occupational therapy at the University of Cape
Town, South Africa in 2007, and completed her community service year at the Mitchell’s
Plain Community Health centre, Cape Town in 2008. She was the head of department at
Victoria Hospital, Wynberg from 2009 to 2010, and then continued to work at Victoria
Hospital part time under the Health Department and KidzPositive Family Fund from 2011
to 2013. During this time she focused on treating children with developmental delays,
neurological fallouts, HIV and other disorders and syndromes. In 2013, along with other
occupational therapy (OT) colleagues, she embarked on an MA in developing a playinformed caregiver-implemented home-based OT intervention to help the development,
learning and play outcomes of HIV+ children. Her research has being funded by both the
University of Cape Town and the National Research Fund.
caraleigh@nthandohome.co.za

Paulsen, Veronika

Veronika Paulsen is a PhD candidate in the Institute of Social Work and Health Science at
the University of Science and Technology in Trondheim, Norway. She also has a part-time
position as a researcher in the Social Research department. She has a BA in child welfare
from Harstad University College and an MA in social work. The main topic of her thesis is
children and youth’s participation in contact with the child welfare services. This is an
explorative study, where interview data provides the basis for the themes she has chosen
to focus on. The aim is to focus on the youth’s own experiences, and she therefore dwells
mainly on what the young people say in interviews.
veronika.paulsen@samfunn.ntnu.no

Pendlebury, Shirley

Shirley Pendlebury is an emeritus professor in education at the University of Cape Town
(UCT), South Africa, and a thought partner to Synergos South Africa. Before her retirement
in 2012 she was director of the Children's Institute at UCT. For most of her academic
career she was based at the University of the Witwatersrand. While education is her
primary academic field and philosophy of education her main discipline, much of her work
has involved spanning boundaries between academic disciplines and fields, on the one
hand, and practices and communities outside of the academy, on the other.
shirley.pendlebury@uct.ac.za

Pisani, Lauren

Lauren Pisani is a Senior Research Specialist at Save the Children US. She has seven years
of diverse experience working in education and research, as well as a Master's Degree in
Education from Stanford University. Lauren began her career in education research with
the American Institutes for Research (AIR) working to produce reports comparing the
United States' performance with other nations on large scale international student
assessments (PISA, PIRLS and TIMSS) as well as working with the OECD consortium to
develop an international assessment of adult competencies (PIAAC). During her time at
Save the Children, Lauren has led assessor training and data collection initiatives for
primary and early childhood education studies in Africa, Central America, the Middle East
and Southeast Asia, as well as developed numerous research reports and peer reviewed
publications focused on early years outcomes. Lauren also spearheaded the validation
process of the International Development and Early Learning Assessment (IDELA)
including performing detailed item analyses across many datasets. In addition to
numerous conference presentations, Lauren's work has been published in peer-reviewed
academic journals as well as a forthcoming book.
lpisani@savechildren.org

Plavgo, Ilze

Ilze Plavgo is specialized in social protection design, financing, and evaluation. Over the
last four years she has worked for the social and economic policy unit at the UNICEF Office
of Research. Her focus has been mainly on designing a methodology for measuring
multiple overlapping child deprivation and conducting cross-country and country-specific
studies on poverty and multidimensional deprivation among children. Her work involves
collaborating with UNICEF country offices, giving training on methodologies for measuring
child poverty and providing technical support to undertake child poverty and deprivation
studies. She also assesses social protection programmes, mainly in Africa and Central and
Eastern Europe, studying the impact of social protection programmes on children.
Currently she is engaged as a lecturer in quantitative social protection research methods
and analysis, and is an independent consultant working on projects related to poverty
assessments and social protection programmes.
ilze.plavgo@gmail.com

Pohling, Andrea

Andrea Pohling worked as a sexual educator with young people and consultant for
pregnant women in an information centre from 2008 to 2013, and then became a
research assistant in the Goethe University in Frankfurt, Germany, serving the research
project ‘Survey of the experiences with sexual violence of adolescents in residential care
institutions and boarding schools and deduction of recommendations for action for
practice’. There she strives to combine her knowledge of how to talk to young people
about sexuality with the requirements of qualitative research.
pohling@em.uni-frankfurt.de

Pollock, Gary

Gary is the head of the Department of Sociology at Manchester Metropolitan University.
He has expertise in young people's employment trajectories, the social context of social
mobility, longitudinal survey research methods, in particular sequence analysis using
optimal matching analysis, and young people's civic and political engagement. He is the
coordinator and one the principal investigators of a European Commission-funded project
called Measuring Youth Well-being.
g.pollock@mmu.ac.uk

Posner, Stephanie

Stephanie Posner, MPH, PhD, has degrees in psychology and epidemiology. She has over
20 years of experience working in public health, HIV/AIDS, and infectious diseases, OVC,
and children's development. For the past eight years she has served as country director
of Pact Namibia providing technical leadership, management and coordination focused
on quality results ranging from systems strengthening within government ministries to
civil society services and engagement, largely focused on children's issues. She previously
served at USAID/Southern Africa in the Regional HIV/AIDS Program. Before that, she
provided technical leadership under USAID's flagship program the Partners for Health
Reform plus Program. She has a solid background in providing strategic design and
implementation of key HIV/AIDS and OVC programs and activities in Southern Africa, and
thoroughly understands key HIV and OVC technical issues, capacity building strategies,
data analysis and information use, and grants management.
sposner@pactworld.org

Powell, Lindsay

Lindsay Powell is an advanced graduate student at the School of Social Work at Brigham
Young University. She has served as a co-leader on the data collection, input and analysis
phase of the Ghana project a. She was in Ghana for two months in 2014 for the data
collection, and will continue with the management of the project, as well as data analysis
and writing manuscripts.
lindsayjeanp@gmail.com

Raats, Claudia

Claudia Raats is a research psychologist based at the University of the Western Cape,
South Africa. She holds an MA in research psychology and is currently a PhD candidate in
the Department of Psychology at the University of the Western Cape. Her research
interests include child and youth research, research supervision, and capacity
development.
c.raats.cj@gmail.com

Ramdas, Chris

Durban born and bred, Chris Ramdas worked as a teacher for 27 years, then branched out
into the developmental NGO world (1998). Starting as a programme officer and
progressing to the position of programme director in an ABET support NGO (Natal Adult
Basic Education Support Agency or NASA), he became involved in the development of
capacity-building programmes for ABET NGOs, CBO’s, business and industry adult
education programmes. He joined MIET Africa in 2004, where he worked in the areas of
course and materials development, education programmes development and
management. More recently he has been involved in the conceptualization, development,
and monitoring and evaluation of programmes addressing barriers to learning and
development, aimed at supporting the improvement of teaching and learning.
chris@miet.co.za

Reddy, Sanjay

Sanjay G. Reddy is an associate professor of economics at The New School for Social
Research. He is an affiliated faculty member of the Politics Department of the New School
for Social Research and a research associate of the Initiative for Policy Dialogue. He has
previously taught at Columbia University, and been a visitor at diverse academic
institutions in Europe, India and the U.S. He completed a PhD in economics at Harvard
University, an M.Phil. in social anthropology at the University of Cambridge, and an A.B.
in applied mathematics with physics at Harvard University. He has held fellowships from
the Center for Ethics, the Center for Population and Development Studies at Harvard
University, the Center for Human Values at Princeton University, the Free University of
Berlin, and the City University of New York. He has received research support from various
sources including the inaugural grants program of Institute for New Economic Thinking.
He has worked extensively as a researcher or consultant for development agencies and
international institutions, including the G-24 (group of developing countries),
International Labour Organization, Oxfam, UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs,
United Nations Children's Fund, UN Development Programme, UNU World Institute for
Development Economics Research, UN Research Institute for Social Development and the
World Bank. He has been a member of the advisory panel of the UNDP's Human
Development Report, the UN Statistics Division's Steering Committee on Poverty Statistics
and the advisory board of the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food. He has been
elected a Fellow of the Human Development and Capabilities Association. He has served
on the editorial advisory boards of Development, Ethics & International Affairs, the
European Journal of Development Research, Humanity, the Review of Income and
Wealth, and the Journal of Globalization and Development, and was Associate Editor of
the Journal of Human Development and Capabilities. His work has been translated into
Catalan, French, German, and Portuguese.
reddysanjayg@gmail.com

Redmond, Gerry

Gerry Redmond joined the School of Social and Policy Studies in February 2012. Prior to
that he worked at the Social Policy Research Centre, the University of New South Wales,
Sydney, Australia. He has also worked for UNICEF (2001–2006), where he did research on
children's wellbeing in Eastern Europe and Central Asia, and at the University of
Cambridge, UK (1992–1997). The main focus of his research is measurement and analysis
of policies relating to child poverty and wellbeing in Australia and other countries, with a
particular emphasis on poverty and inequality, child rights, and children's own
perspectives on their wellbeing. He is currently leading the Australian Child Wellbeing
Project, which aims to use child-centred approaches to develop a survey to measure
children's wellbeing in their middle years.
gerry.redmond@flinders.edu.au

Rees, Gwyther

Gwyther Rees is an honorary research fellow at the Social Policy Research Unit, University
of York, UK. He is a member of the core group of researchers who have developed the the
Children’s Worlds research project - an international study of children’s lives and wellbeing – and is one of the editors of the international comparative report from this project
published in 2015. Gwyther was formerly Research Director at The Children’s Society in
England where he developed, in collaboration with University of York, an ongoing
programme of research on children’s subjective well-being in the UK which has become
over a period of ten years one of the most extensive national studies in this field.
gwyther.rees@york.ac.uk

Reid, Steve

Steve Reid is the head of the Primary Health Care Directorate at the University of Cape
Town, South Africa. He is a family physician with a background in rural health and
experience in health systems strengthening, particularly human resources for health.
Currently he is chair and head of Primary Health Care in the Faculty of Health Sciences,
University of Cape Town.
steve.reid@uct.ac.za

Richardson,
Dominic

Dominic Richardson is a senior research specialist at UNICEF, where he is building a new
stream of work on education at the Office of Research-Innocenti. His research interests
include child wellbeing, income poverty and social exclusion, comparative social security
policy, educational policy and inequalities, social capital theory, integrated social service
delivery, complex-sample survey methodology, and comparative social research
methods. Much of his work has been around children's use of social capital for educational
achievement, using PISA 2000 reading literacy data. The thesis included a crossnational
review of the literature on the determinants of educational achievement in children of
school-leaving age (including school practices, and sociodemographic and socioeconomic
factors). The unique contribution of his thesis was to use a new model to operationalise
social capital in childhood to explain variations in educational outcomes for children in
different countries and different socioeconomic groups.
drichardson@unicef.org

Richter, Francisca

Francisca García-Cobián Richter is a research assistant professor at the Jack, Joseph and
Morton Mandel School of Applied Social Sciences, Case Western Reserve University. A
native of Peru, she earned an undergraduate degree in statistics from the Universidad
Católica del Perú (1994). Her MS in statistics (1997) and PhD in agricultural economics
(2000) are both from Oklahoma State University. Prior to coming to CWRU, she was a
research economist in community development at the Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland.
She is currently affiliated with the Bank in the same role, on a project basis. Dr Richter’s
research focuses on the analysis of social interventions and the environments in which
they operate. Her recent work is centered on low-income housing programs, mobility in
low-income neighborhoods, and neighborhood effects. Her current projects include (1)
an evaluation of the effects of social services and neighborhood context on child
maltreatment rates; (2) an analysis of housing quality and instability experienced at an
early age, and its relationship to school readiness; (3) the evaluation of a social investment
experiment that aims to improve outcomes for families in the foster care system. She is
also associate director of the Math Corps at Cleveland State University, a branch of Wayne
State University’s highly successful program for middle- and high-school students,
providing academic enrichment and mentorship in a community-oriented setting.
francisca.richter@case.edu

Rinehart, Richard

Richard Rinehart is a senior technical advisor for the USAID Center on Children in
Adversity. He contributes to moving the measurement agenda forward on the US
Government Action Plan on Children in Adversity and advancing multi-stakeholder
support and funding for the action plan in priority countries. Previously he was an
epidemiologist with the US Department of Labor and senior service fellow with the
Centers for Disease Control. He has done considerable freelance work as well, mostly on
improving working conditions in the informal sector and addressing hazardous work
issues for youth. He has a doctorate from the Harvard School of Public Health and has
lived in the Philippines, India, and Egypt. He currently lives in Indonesia.
rrinehart@usaid.gov

Roberman, Sveta

Sveta Roberman is an anthropologist. She is research fellow at the Research Institute for
Innovation in Education, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel and currently a lecturer
at the Gordon College of Education, Israel. She is author of two books and a number of
articles on Russian immigrants in Israel and Germany.
rober@mscc.huji.ac.il

Roby, Jini

Jini Roby is a professor of social work at Brigham Young University. She has conducted
research on child protection and child wellbeing issues in Africa, Asia and in the Pacific.
She has consulted with many governments on child protection issues including in Malawi,
Egypt, Nepal, Myanmar, and Guatemala. Her work is widely published in scholarly journals
and as gray literature.
jini.roby@byu.edu

Roche, Jose
Manuel

José Manuel Roche is currently Head of Research at Save the Children UK. He holds a DPhil
from the University of Sussex and has over 20 years of research and consultancy
experience in international development, poverty analysis, social inequality, human
development and the capability approach. He is currently research associate at OPHI at
the Department of International Development in the University of Oxford, and is junior
research fellow at Somerville College in the University of Oxford. He is also education
officer and member of the executive council (elected 2012–2015) of the Human
Development and Capability Association (HDCA), coordinator of the Quantitative
Research Thematic Group at the HDCA (since 2009) and research fellow at the Social
Science Research Centre in Venezuela. He was awarded the 2007 Wiebke Kuklys Prize,
and is a Chevening Alumnus (2004/06).
J.Roche@savethechildren.org.uk

Roelen, Keetie

Keetie Roelen is a Research Fellow and Co-Director of the Centre for Social Protection.
She is a development economist by training and current research interests include the
dynamics of (child) poverty, social protection and the linkages between child protection
and social protection. Keetie has worked with many international organisations such as
UNICEF, FAO and Concern Worldwide, performing research and policy advice work in
South East Asia, Southern and Eastern Africa and Central and Eastern Europe. She has
quantitative and qualitative research skills and has designed and delivered lectures and
training courses for Masters students, professionals, practitioners and policy makers. Her
work has been published in the form of peer-reviewed journal publications and book
chapters, working papers and project reports.
K.Roelen@ids.ac.uk

Roh, Soonhee

Soonhee Roh, PhD, is an assistant professor at the University of South Dakota's
Department of Social Work in Sioux Falls, US. Her areas of research interest include health
disparities, child wellbeing, positive adaptation in aging, mental health, as well as access
and behavioral service utilization issues among ethnic and racial minorities.
Soonhee.Roh@usd.edu

Rossi, Andrea

Andrea Rossi is head of Social Policy at UNICEF Mozambique, and former director of the
Harvard Measurement and Human Rights Programme at Harvard Kennedy School of
Government, US. Previously he was a United Nations officer in New York and a research
coordinator at the UNICEF Innocenti Research Center. He is an economist with a particular
focus on development and applied research. He coordinated research projects in Africa,
Latin America, Asia and Europe, as well as developing specific research methodologies on
children's issues. He has previously worked for the International Labour Organization in
the East Africa area office, Tanzania. His main areas of interest are applied research
methodology, combining qualitative and quantitative methods, applied
microeconometrics, and participatory approaches.
arossi@unicef.org

Rothwell, David

David Rothwell joined the McGill School of Social Work as an assistant professor in June
2010. He studies poverty and economic inequality and specialises in social developmental
and asset-based interventions. He is particularly interested in working with
indigenous/native communities to reduce poverty and social exclusion. He is currently the
principal investigator on a study to define and measure asset poverty in Canada and leads
a collaborative research project on homelessness with the Old Brewery Mission in
Montreal. He is a faculty associate with the Center for Social Development at George
Warren Brown School of Social Work (Washington University in St. Louis). He earned his
doctorate in social welfare from the University of Hawai'i, where his dissertation
examined social development and economic mobility among low-income native
Hawaiians. Before completing his PhD, he worked as a social worker in clinical mental
health at the Veterans Affairs Medical Center, New Orleans and in community-based
economic development in Hawai'i.
david.rothwell@mcgill.ca

Rubenstein, Beth L

Beth Rubenstein is a senior research associate for the CPC Network. Her current focus is
on leading the implementation of enumeration activities to determine the magnitude and
distribution of children outside family care in Cambodia. She holds MAs in public health
and in business administration from Johns Hopkins University, and is currently a PhD
candidate in Columbia University's Department of Epidemiology. Her research interests
include child protection, surveillance of hard-to-reach populations, and evaluation of
community-based interventions. She has over ten years of applied experience in global
health and human rights, including prevention of international child trafficking, health
systems equity in Ghana and Rwanda, and HIV treatment access activism in South Africa.
She also previously served as a peace corps volunteer in Madagascar, focusing on health
and nutrition at the community level.
br2304@cumc.columbia.edu

Ruiz-Casares,
Mónica

Mónica Ruiz-Casares is an assistant professor in the Division of Social and Transcultural
Psychiatry and at the Centre for Research on Children and Families at McGill University,
Canada. Her main areas of expertise cover the wellbeing and protection of orphans and
separated and unsupervised children across cultures; children's rights and participation;
and social policy and program evaluation. She has traveled extensively and collaborated
with both academic and community partners on child-focused studies. Her current
research explores the determinants and consequences of non-quality child care and
supervision crossculturally.
monica.ruizcasares@mcgill.ca

Sabah, Yekoutiel

Yekoutiel Sabah is the head of the Research, Planning and Training Division at the Israeli
Ministry of Social Affairs and Services. He has published several papers on organizational
learning and decision making among social workers and he is presently a doctorate
candidate at the Hebrew University School of Social Work and Social Welfare. He holds a
BSW as well an MA from the Hebrew University School of Education (cum laude) and an
MPA from Harvard University’s Kennedy School of Government.
coutys@molsa.gov.il

Sambu, Winnie

Winnie Sambu is a researcher at the Children's Institute, University of Cape Town, South
Africa. She holds a Master of Economics (development studies) degree from the University
of the Western Cape and an MA in development management from Ruhr-Universität
Bochum. Her research interests include food and nutrition security, child nutritional
outcomes, poverty and inequality, and urban environments. Her current focus at the
institute is on the children count, an ongoing data and advocacy project of the institute
which uses statistics to monitor the wellbeing of children in South Africa.
winnie.sambu@uct.ac.za

Samuels, Bryan

Bryan Samuels is the Executive Director of Chapin Hall, one of the nation’s leading
research and policy centers focused on improving the well-being of children and youth,
families, and their communities. Before joining Chapin Hall, Samuels was appointed by
President Barack Obama as Commissioner of the Administration on Children, Youth, and
Families (ACYF), making him from 2010-2013 the highest-ranking federal child welfare
policymaker in the country. As ACYF Commissioner, he emphasized the importance of
child well-being and the use of data-driven approaches to improve the welfare of
vulnerable children and youth. Samuels has over twenty years of experience in child
welfare, including having served as the Chief of Staff of Chicago Public Schools under Arne
Duncan and as Director of the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services. He was
also a lecturer at the University of Chicago’s School of Social Service Administration from
1997 to 2003. He has a bachelor’s degree in economics from the University of Notre Dame
and a master’s from the University of Chicago Harris School of Public Policy.
Bsamuels@chapinhall.org

Sanou, Anselme
Siméon

Anselme Siméon Sanou is a medical epidemiologist in the unit of maternal and child health
at Centre Muraz research Institute. He completed his training as a physician (MD) at the
University of Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso and as an epidemiologist at the University of
Bordeaux Segalen, France (MSc). He holds a postgraduate qualification in Public Health
and Health programme management from the West African Health Organization (WAHO),
and a certificate of management from Morgan States University (USA). His areas of
interest are maternal and child health, child development, psychometrics assessment,
epidemiology. He is a Mandela Washington Fellow (President Barack Obama School for
Young African Leaders) and is currently doing his PhD in Norway.
ansebf1@yahoo.fr

Savahl, Shazly

Shazly Savahl is a registered research psychologist, currently employed as a senior lecturer
in the Department of Psychology at the University of the Western Cape, South Africa. He
obtained an MA in research psychology from the University of the Western Cape followed
by a PhD in 2010. His research interests include the study of childhood, child wellbeing,
substance use and social psychology. Current projects include the Children’s Worlds
International Survey on Children’s Well-Being, the Multinational Qualitative Study on
Children’s Well-Being, and Contextual Risk Factors in Adolescent Substance Use.
ssavahl@uwc.ac.za

Selwyn, Julie

Julie Selwyn is professor of child and family social work and director of the Hadley Centre
for Adoption and Foster Care Studies in the School for Policy Studies at the University of
Bristol. Before joining the university she worked for 15 years as a social worker and
residential worker. She has published widely on substitute care including: the placement
of minority ethnic children; studies of young people’s view of foster care; outcomes for
older children placed for adoption; contact with birth family members; and the
recruitment of minority ethnic adopters. She led a BIG lottery-funded study on kinship
care, which for the first time used census data to calculate the number of kinship carers
in the UK. She has recently completed studies of adoption disruption in England and
Wales. Research findings can be accessed at www.bristol.ac.uk/hadley. She is currently
working on ways to measure the wellbeing of children in state care.
j.selwyn@bristol.ac.uk

Serpell, Robert

Robert Serpell is professor of applied developmental psychology at the University of
Zambia, and coordinator of graduate studies for the Psychology Department there. Born
and educated in England, he is a naturalised citizen of Zambia. He was formerly director
of the University of Zambia’s Institute for African Studies (1977–83), director of the
graduate studies program in Applied Developmental Psychology at the University of
Maryland, Baltimore County, US (1989–2001), and vice-chancellor of the University of
Zambia (2003–2006). In addition to articles in a wide range of peer-reviewed journals and
chapters in edited volumes, he is the author of Culture’s Influence on Behaviour (Methuen,
1976), Mobilizing Local Resources in Africa for Persons with Learning Difficulties or Mental
Handicap (ILSMH, 1984), The Significance of Schooling: Life-journeys in an African society
(Cambridge, 1993), Becoming Literate in the City: The Baltimore Early Childhood Project
(with Baker & Sonnenschein) (Cambridge, 2005), Locally Relevant and Quality ECCE
Programmes: Implications of research on indigenous African child development and
socialization (with Nsamenang) (UNESCO, 2014) and Child Development in Africa: Views
from inside (with Marfo) (forthcoming). His main research interests are in cultural aspects
of human development, intelligence, multilingualism, literacy, assessment and
intervention services for children with disabilities and their families, and educational
curriculum development, with special attention to cultural context, and to the region of
sub-Saharan Africa.
Robertnserpell@gmail.com

Shafer, Kevin

Kevin Shafer is an Assistant Professor at the School of Social Work at Brigham Young
University. He holds a PhD in sociology from the Ohio State University. He teaches
research methods and statistics for advanced graduate level courses. His research focus
is on vulnerable families including blended families and parental mental health issues. Dr.
Shafer's work has been featured in major media outlets such as the New York Times and
National Public Radio, as well as in peer reviewed journals.
Kevin_shafer@byu

Shakhshir, Ghassan

Ghassan is senior programs manager of Welfare Association Palestine, where he is in
charge of the development and management of humanitarian and development portfolio
in Palestine. Research and work interest focus on modalities for multidisciplinary
interventions to improve child wellbeing.
shakhshirg@jwelfare.org

Shamba, Donat

Donat Shamba has worked with the Ifakara Health Institute in Tanzania since 2004. He
has contributed on issues of maternal, child and newborn health, HIV/AIDS, malaria, and
development of a health system strategy for intervention delivery. He has an MSc in global
health and development from University College London. He is an experienced social
scientist at Ifakara, having worked in evaluation of various health system projects since
2004, including the Improving Newborn Survival in Southern Tanzania, Expanded Quality
Improvement Using Information Power, an exploratory study for designing emollient field
trials in Africa, and the USAID-TRACtion study on systematic documentation of
community-oriented approaches to improve recognition of and appropriate care seeking
for newborn and maternal complications.
dshamba@gmail.com

Sher, Noa

Noa Sher is a social and organizational psychologist and research professional and is
currently a senior research assistant in the Myers-JDC-Brookdale Institute at the
Engelberg Center for Research on Children and Youth in Jderusalem. She specializes in
research supporting processes in the public sector, mainly within the education and
welfare systems. In addition, she takes part in program evaluation and evaluation capacity
building for programs and services focusing on families and at-risk youth. She holds an
MA in social and organizational psychology from the Psychology Department at the
Hebrew University in Jerusalem (cum laude).
NoaS@jdc.org

Shimoni, Edna

Edna Shimoni is a senior supervisor responsible for the production of official statistics at
the Israeli Bureau of Statistics regarding the educational system, juvenile delinquency and
children at risk, including research, data processing and analysis of administrative files and
surveys. She is also a PhD student at the School of Social Work and Social Welfare at the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Her thesis is about association between children's
subjective wellbeing and interpersonal relationships.
ednas07@gmail.com

Shoko, Mercy

Mercy Shoko holds a DipEd and a BEd from the University of Zimbabwe, and BA Hons and
MA degrees in demography and population studies from the University of the
Witwatersrand, South Africa. She was United States President’s Emergency Fund for AIDS
Relief Monitoring & Evaluation fellow assisting Re-Action Consulting with monitoring and
evaluation of their program activities and the implementation of HIV and AIDS prevention,
and care activities and orphan and vulnerable children support programmes in
Mpumalanga Province, South Africa. She has high school teaching experience and work
experience in various other sectors, and currently works in the demographic analysis
section of Statistics South Africa. Mercy is currently registered for a PhD with the
University of the Witwatersrand’s School of Public Health. The PhD research is inspired by
her work as an M & E fellow when she came into contact with orphaned children, and will
focus on adolescents’ orphanhood, living arrangements and sexual reproductive health.
0705367W@students.wits.ac.za

Skattebol, Jennifer

Jen Skattebol is a research fellow in the Social Policy Research Centre at the University of
New South Wales. She conducts policy-relevant research related to the lives of children,
young people and their families. She has expertise in the design of methodologies which
are sensitive to the politics of marginalisation, and in incorporating educational and
capacity building elements in research design. Dr Skatebol has experience teaching in
early childhood and primary settings and spent 10 years as a teaching academic in the
School of Education at the University of Western Sydney. In 2008, she was awarded a
Creswick Foundation Scholarship to investigate the leadership challenges in integrated
service provision. She has recently completed a major project, ‘Making a Difference:
Young people's experiences of economic adversity’.
j.skattebol@unsw.edu.au

Smith, Annie

Annie Smith is the executive director of the McCreary Centre Society, a non-profit
organisation committed to improving the health of youth through community-based
research, education and youth participation projects. She began her career as a
psychiatric nurse in England before moving on to work with youth in conflict with the law.
She also headed up a not-for-profit organisation which assisted homeless and
inadequately housed youth in the deprived former mining communities of South
Yorkshire. A move to Boston Massachusetts and an MA from Harvard followed, alongside
five years working as a director of programs for people with developmental disabilities.
Annie has been the executive director of McCreary Centre Society since June 2006.
annie@mcs.bc.ca

Southey, Tamara

Tamara Southey is currently studying clinical psychology at the University of Ghent,
Belgium as part of an exchange programme. She has a BEd and a BA (Hons) in psychology,
both from the University of the Free State, South Africa. She has a passion for seeing the
psychological needs of vulnerable children being met. She endeavours to see psychology
in South Africa become more responsive to the sociopolitical context of the country.
tamsouth@gmail.com

Spilsbury, James

Jim Spilsbury, is the program director of the CCI’s Academic (Educational and
Development) Core. He received his PhD in anthropology from Case Western Reserve
University in 2002 and his MPH in health education from the University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill. For the last four years he has functioned as an Instructor in the Center for
Clinical Investigation and as scholar of the Multidisciplinary Clinical Research Training
Program, an NIH ‘Roadmap’ Initiative to train future leaders for the nation’s clinical
research workforce, conducted collaboratively by Case Western Reserve University, the
Cleveland Clinic Foundation, MetroHealth Center of Cleveland, and University Hospitals
of Cleveland. He also teaches a course on investigating social determinants of health in
the Clinical Research Scholars Program. His research interests include sleep in social and
cultural contexts, effects of violence on children’s health and wellbeing, effects of
neighborhoods and child health and development.
jcs5@case.edu

Stark, Lindsay

Lindsay Stark is the director of the CPC Learning Network and an Associate Professor of
Clinical Population and Family Health in Columbia University's Program on Forced
Migration and Health. She has over a decade of experience leading applied research on
protection of women and children in humanitarian settings. Dr. Stark's particular area of
expertise is measuring sensitive and difficult-to-measure social phenomenon. Dr. Stark
has led assessment and evaluation projects in Africa, Asia and the Middle East. She has
also helped pioneer the development of new methodologies such as the Neighborhood
Method to assess incidence of human rights violations, a Participatory Ranking Method
that has been included in a recent World Health Organization assessment toolkit, and the
Child Protection Rapid Assessment in Emergencies Toolkit developed by the global Child
Protection Working Group. Dr. Stark is the author of multiple publications on the
rehabilitation and resiliency of former child soldiers and survivors of sexual violence, and
previously served as the Director of Research and Curriculum at the Center on Child
Protection, a teaching and research center jointly established by the CPC Learning
Network, Columbia University, the University of Indonesia, UNICEF and the Government
of Indonesia.
ls2302@cumc.columbia.edu

Stein, Aryeh

Aryeh Stein is a professor in the Hubert Department of Global Health of the Rollins School
of Public Health, Emory University. He obtained his BSc in nutrition from the University of
London (England), and his MPH and PhD degrees, both in epidemiology, from Columbia
University in New York City. He has published over 170 peer-reviewed papers. In his
research he studies critical periods of susceptibility (e.g., gestation, childhood, adulthood)
to nutritional deficits and surfeits in relation to the development of adult health and
human capital. He has secondary interests in the methodologies of dietary assessment
and program evaluation. He is currently working with investigators from the Institute of
Nutrition of Central America and Panama and elsewhere to examine the long-term
consequences for human capital and cardiometabolic disease of exposure to a nutrition
supplementation program targeted at pregnant and lactating women and young children
in Guatemala; with CARE and Save the Children in the design and implementation of
integrated nutrition and early child care and development programs in Bangladesh, India
and El Salvador; with the COHORTS investigative team on the analysis of data from birth
cohort studies in Brazil, Guatemala, India, Philippines and South Africa; with the Young
Lives investigative team on the analysis of data from cohort studies of children in Ethiopia,
India, Peru and Vietnam; and with investigators from South Africa on the extension of the
Birth to Twenty cohort to the next generation.
Aryeh.stein@emory.edu

Stewart, David

David Stewart is the chief of Social Inclusion in the UNICEF headquarters in New York. He
was chief of Social Policy in their Uganda office from 2010 to 2014.
dstewart@unicef.org

Stoecklin, Daniel

Daniel Stoecklin is associate professor in sociology at the Centre for Children’s Rights
Studies in the University of Geneva (Switzerland). His areas of research and teaching are
the sociology of childhood, children’s rights, street children, participation and the
capability approach. He also works with the International Institute for the Rights of the
Child (Switzerland) on a training programme in China. He is currently acting as external
expert for administrations in Switzerland and has been involved with several NGO projects
in the field of children in difficult situations, and as an independent expert for the Council
of Europe regarding children’s participation. His recent publications are: D. Stoecklin & J.M. Bonvin (2014), Children’s Rights and the Capability Approach: Challenges and
Prospects, Children’s Well-Being: Indicators and Research 8 (Dordrecht, Heidelberg, New
York, London: Springer), and L. Aptekar & D. Stoecklin (2014), Street Children and
Homeless Youth: A cross-cultural perspective (Dordrecht, Heidelberg, New York, London:
Springer).
daniel.stoecklin@unige.ch

Strand, Erika

Erika Strand is chief of Social Policy for UNICEF Mexico, providing technical assistance at
federal and state level on public finance for children, multidimensional poverty analysis,
and recommendations on public policies that reduce the disparities that children face.
Between 2007 and 2010 she served as a policy analyst at UNICEF Headquarters,
contributing to global advocacy in child-sensitive social protection and the design of policy
responses to the global financial crisis. She has worked in Honduras, Egypt and
Madagascar, for the US government, UNICEF and the World Bank, after spending three
years at the US Fund for UNICEF in New York in private sector fundraising and
partnerships. She earned her MA in international development (MPA/ID) from the
Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University, with her coursework and research
focused on poverty analysis and child rights, receiving a honorable distinction for her
thesis that presented an internationally comparable child poverty index. She earned a BA
in French literature from Cornell University. A US citizen, she is married with two sons and
speaks English, French, Spanish and intermediate Arabic.
estrand@unicef.org

Taylor, Tory M.

Tory Taylor is a technical specialist in monitoring and evaluation at Tulane University, Cape
Town, South Africa. Her experience includes research related to nutrition and food
security, reproductive and children's health, and improving survey methodology. She
works with the Highly Vulnerable Children Research Centre to implement evaluation,
research-to-practice, and capacity building initiatives centred in the Free State, KwaZuluNatal and Eastern Cape.
ttaylor@tulane.edu

Teuscher, Bryan

Bryan Teuscher is a graduate student in the School of Social Work, Brigham Young
University. He was selected as one of handful of research-emphasis students to prepare
for an intense research preparation ahead of obtaining a PhD. He served as the team
leader for the students during the data collection and analysis phase and has been integral
in all aspects of the Ghana project.
bryanteuscher@gmail.com

Thurman, Tonya R.

Tonya Thurman is the founder and director of the Highly Vulnerable Children Research
Center at Tulane University's School of Social Work, based in Cape Town, South Africa.
She has led research and technical initiatives designed to build the evidence base for
improved OVC programming in countries including South Africa, Rwanda, Albania, India,
Kenya and Tanzania. Dr Thurman has served as an expert consultant to Save the Children,
CARE and others, as well as on the editorial boards of numerous academic journals for
HIV and OVC scholarship.
tthurma@tulane.edu

Tisdall, Kay

Kay Tisdall is a professor of childhood policy at the University of Edinburgh. Her current
and recent research projects include theorising children's participation, investigating
school councils, early education and learning across European countries, and contested
contact in situations of domestic abuse. She has a considerable interest in the links
between policy, practice and academia. From 1999–2003, for example, she held a joint
post between the university and as director of policy & research at Children in Scotland
(the national umbrella agency for organisations working with children and their families).
She established and then convened the MSc/Diploma in Childhood Studies, an interdisciplinary postgraduate degree. She has also held a joint post as director of policy &
research, Children in Scotland (1999–2003), as lecturer in the Department of Social Policy
& Social Work (1997–1999) and Centre for the Child & Society (1995–1997), University of
Glasgow, and as policy & research manager, Children in Scotland, Edinburgh (1993–1995).
She is the programme director of the MSc in childhood studies at the University of
Edinburgh.
K.Tisdall@ed.ac.uk

Tobia, Fattore

Tobia Fattore is a lecturer in the Department of Sociology, Macquarie University. His
current empirical research is in the broad areas of the sociology of childhood, sociology
of work and political sociology. With Jan Mason, he is currently working on a sociological
examination of children's wellbeing that analyses children's understanding and sense of
wellbeing and how this reflects processes of modernisation. He is also a coordinating
researcher on a multinational qualitative study of children's wellbeing that investigates
how children conceptualise and experience wellbeing from a comparative and global
perspective.
tobia.fattore@mq.edu.au

Tobin, Kate

Kate Tobin has been involved with the Dartington Social Research Unit since 2009. Her
interests lie in epidemiological research, evaluation paradigms, and parent–child
interactions. She is currently involved in the UK replication of Evidence2Success and
supports the epidemiological strand of the Better Evidence for a Better Start programme.
Kate has previously worked on randomised control trials, aided the development of a
'Standard of Evidence' toolkit and supported implementation of evidence-based
programmes. She has an MRes in research methods in psychology and a BA Hons in
psychology, both from the University of Strathclyde.
ktobin@dartington.org.uk

Tolani, Nitika

Nitika Tolani has a PhD in developmental psychology and a concentration in international
education policy from Teachers College, Columbia University She also has over 15 years
of progressive professional experience in the United States government, not-for-profit,
and private consulting sectors. She has successfully managed small- to large-scale
educational research projects in the United States, Africa, Asia and Middle East, the
Pacific, Central and Southern Europe. Throughout her career, and in particular in her
current role as monitoring and evaluation advisor with Save the Children’s Education
Global Initiative, she has prioritized delivery of high-impact education programming and
services, as well as implementation of strategies to enhance their sustainability and
growth and to shape and inform development policy. In addition, she has had multiple
opportunities to manage programs and lead large-scale, policy-relevant mixed methods
evaluations of programming designed to mitigate the effects of persistent socioeconomic
disadvantage and psychosocial traumas on children, youth and adults, from the desert
villages of Rajasthan to the inner-city communities of New York.
Nitika.Tolani-Brown@savethechildren.org

Trocmé, Nico

Nico Trocmé, PhD, is the director of the School of Social Work and holds the Philip Fisher
chair in social work at McGill University in Canada. He is the principal investigator for the
Canadian Incidence Study of Reported Child Abuse and Neglect (1993, 1998, 2003 &
2008); the lead researcher for a federal-provincial-territorial initiative to develop a
common set of National Outcomes Measures in child welfare; directs the Canadian Child
Welfare Research Portal; and is conducting a research capacity development and
knowledge mobilization initiative involving child welfare and aboriginal service provider
agencies in Quebec.
nico.trocme@mcgill.ca

Tsafack Temah,
Chrystelle

Chrystelle Tsafack Temah is a social policy specialist in UNICEF Zimbabwe, in charge of
social protection and poverty analysis. She held the same position for two years in the
UNICEF regional office for Eastern and Southern Africa based in Nairobi, Kenya between
March 2012 and February 2014. Before joining UNICEF, Chrystelle worked for four years
(2008–2012) as an economist for the UN Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA), both
in the headquarters in Addis Ababa and in Cameroon, her home country. In UNECA, Dr
Tsafack Temah was in charge of the human and social development programme,
especially monitoring African countries’ progress towards achieving the MDGs and the
Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries. She has extensive working
knowledge of many countries in Africa, including Kenya, Ethiopia, Zimbabwe, Burundi,
Togo, Cameroon, Senegal and Tunisia. She holds a PhD in economics from the University
of Clermont-Ferrand, France, and two MAs, one in development economics and one in
project management from the same university, where she was teaching assistant and
junior lecturer for four years prior to joining the United Nations.
ctsafack@unicef.org

Tsoka, Maxton

Maxton Tsoka is an associate professor at the Center for Social Research (CSR) at the
University of Malawi. He holds a PhD in social policy and social work from the University
of York, UK. He coordinates the Poverty and Sustainable Livelihoods Research theme at
CSR. His research interests include impact evaluation of policies, projects and
programmes, public policy, public expenditure analysis, and measurement of poverty.
tsokamax@gmail.com

Tsuruoka, Hideyuki

Hideyuki Tsuruoka has obtained an MSc in social policy and development at the London
School of Economics and currently works for UNICEF as social policy officer.
htsuruoka@unicef.org

Uys, Anandé

Anandé Uys graduated from the University of Cape Town, South Africa in 2011 with a BSc
in occupational therapy. Upon completion of community service, she started working in
private practice in 2013 with a special focus in paediatrics and sensory integration
therapy. She is passionate about play as one of a child’s main occupations and therefore
the focus of her current MA is around the construct of playfulness. She was also involved,
with other occupational therapy colleagues, in the development of a play-informed
caregiver-implemented home-based intervention.
anandeuys@gmail.com

van der Berg,
Servaas

Servaas van der Berg is professor of economics at the University of Stellenbosch in South
Africa, and holds the National Research Foundation's South African national research
chair in the economics of social policy. His research covers economic development,
poverty and income distribution, the economics of education, health and welfare, and
fiscal incidence. He serves on the Scientific Advisory Committee of the Southern and
Eastern African Consortium for Monitoring Educational Quality and was the first
researcher from Africa to become a fellow of the prestigious International Academy of
Education. He acts as consultant to international, regional and other institutions and often
provides policy advice to government departments.
svdb@sun.ac.za

van der Elst, Lynn

Lynn van der Elst is the past CEO and a current development associate at MIET Africa. As
an Independent education consultant, she is deeply committed to improving the access
and opportunity of education and development for children in southern Africa.
lynn@miet.co.za

van der Merwe,
Mari

Mari van der Merwe is the national ECCD programme manager at Save the Children South
Africa. She oversees a variety of ECCD programmes and initiatives supported by Save the
Children, participates in national and global forums, and supports a team of practitioners
on the ground in terms of quality programme implementation. Mari also leads Save the
Children South Africa's work on ECCD measurement issues and the uptake and use of
IDELA.
MvanderMerwe@savethechildren.org.za

Van Zyl, Melinda

Melinda van Zyl joined Save the Children in 2008 and since then has occupied different
positions in country programmes for Save the Children US, Save the Children UK and Save
the Children International. She is based at the Southern Africa regional office, where she
leads four projects within the Child Protection portfolio, including a multi-country regional
Children on the Move programme and two regional research projects.
melinda.vanzyl@savethechildren.org

Vásquez, Enrique

Enrique Vásquez is the director of development at the Universidad del Pacífico. He is also
a professor in the Department of Economics and member of the Research Center of this
university. He holds an MSc in public policies and a PhD in politics from the University of
Oxford, UK. He also holds a BEcon and MEcon from the Universidad del Pacífico. He is a
former president of the State’s Program for Food Assistance and former director of the
Center to Promote Small and Medium-Size Companies (PROPYME).
vasquez_ee@up.edu.pe

Vaz, Ana

Ana Vaz is a research officer in the Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative.
She is involved in researching the policy applications of the Alkire Foster method for
multidimensional measurement. She has participated in the development of the
Women's Empowerment in Agriculture Index; and currently she is studying the use of
Alkire Foster measures in impact evaluation. Her doctoral research focused on the impact
of social influence on voting behavior, using experimental data from Mozambique.
ana.vaz@qeh.ox.ac.uk

von Fintel, Marisa

Marisa von Fintel is a lecturer at Stellenbosch University and researcher with Research on
Socio-Economic Policy there. She received her PhD in economics at the university in March
2015. Her research is primarily focused on factors related to social mobility and social
cohesion, as well as the evaluation of government policy aimed at alleviating poverty and
stimulating economic development in South Africa.
marisa.vonfintel@gmail.com

Wadende, Pamela

Pamela Wadende is an educationalist and social scientist with a PhD in adult, professional
and community education and an MA in educational psychology; qualifications that
entrench her in the field of pedagogy and human behaviour. She is a senior lecturer, head
of department, and council member of the Psychological Association of Kenya, and a
member of many local and international scholarship organizations. Her main research
interests include pointers to child survival and development, community education and
development, and health-seeking behaviors of community members. She has had a
chance to travel and present her scholarly products in many local and international
gatherings – including in Berlin, Stuttgart, Geneva, Accra, New Orleans and Rochester in
the US, and Oxford. She is a member of the International Association of Cross-Cultural
Psychology, the International Society for the Study of Behavioral Development, the
International Society on Early Intervention, the Council for the Development of Social
Science Research in Africa, and the Organization for Social Science Research in Eastern
and Southern Africa. Her life mission is to make the world a better place than she found
it, believing that scholarship should improve the human condition, enhance people’s
dignity and allow them a pleasant experience in society. She is working to contribute to
the betterment of society through useful research that transitions theory into practice
and impacts the life of all, from the ivory towers to the hut in the village.
pamela.wadende@gmail.com

Waithaka, Irene

Irene Waithaka is currently undertaking her MA in international relations and diplomacy
at Kenyatta University. She is interested in working with the marginalized and stigmatized
people in society. She has previously worked and cared for disabled children. In addition,
she has rescued young girls from societal ills such as female genital mutilation and helped
them have an industrious education and life. Under the Participatory Mapping of Children
Risks and Vulnerabilities study in Nairobi, Kisumu, Mombasa and Garissa, s was involved
in data collection through key informant interviews and focus group discussions.
admin@acaciaconsultants.org

Weissman, Meital

Meital Weissman is a social worker who served for several years in one of Tel-Aviv's social
services departments. Currently she is the director at Tel Aviv district level of OOMPH, the
Outcomes Initiative of the Ministry of Social Affairs and Services. She is also a senior
research assistant in the Myers-JDC-Brookdale Institute in Jerusalem, at the Engelberg
Center for Research on Children and Youth. She holds a BA in psychology and
communication (cum laude) from the Faculty of Social Sciences at Tel Aviv University, a
BSW from the Louis and Gabi Weisfeld School of Social Work at Bar-Ilan University, and
an MSW from the Bob Shapell School of Social Work at Tel Aviv University.
MeitalW@jdc.org

Westhof, Dirk

Dirk Westhof worked as monitoring and evaluation officer for UNICEF in several offices in
Latin America. At UNICEF HQ he worked as senior statistician. As a consultant he first
worked for countries without demographic data because of war (Southern Sudan,
Afghanistan, Sierra Leone and Angola): the Best Estimates series. As a data miner (getting
the most out of existing surveys) he worked in Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Bhutan,
Bangladesh, Haiti, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Romania, Armenia, Indonesia and Zimbabwe.
He lives in Kathmandu, Nepal.
demo.westhof@gmail.com

Weyss, Birgit

Birgit Weyss is a lawyer by training, and has more than 12 years’ international experience
working in the area of governance and human rights. She started off as a researcher and
project coordinator at the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of Human Rights in Austria, worked
as human rights advisor for the Council of Europe and later joined UNDP as programme
officer in Bhutan and Swaziland. Since 2011 she has worked as a freelance consultant.
Among other issues she has conducted equity-focused vulnerability assessments at
provincial and district level for UNICEF Mozambique to identify lowest performing areas
with regard to key child development indicators. She recently moved to Cape Town,
where she has started working on her PhD proposal researching trends in service delivery
performance and decentralised budgeting in South Africa.
birgit.weyss@gmail.com

Wilmes, Johanna

Johanna Wilmes is a doctoral student at Goethe University of Frankfurt and, since 2012,
working as a research fellow in the international project ‘Children’s Worlds: International
survey of child well-being’. Conducting a pilot study in Nepal in the first wave of the
Children’s Worlds project and as part of her diploma thesis, she focused on differences of
the wellbeing of private and public school students. Afterwards, she was involved in the
data collection and analysis of the second wave of the project in Germany. Her PhD
project is about the wellbeing of children in Nepalese children’s homes. Research interests
are in the fields of childhood and family studies, child and family wellbeing, and childhood
in Nepal.
wilmes@em.uni-frankfurt.de

Wise, Lisa

Lisa Wise is Save the Children’s research and policy lead on the post-2015 agenda, with a
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